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Research Summary 

William & Jane Barker of Shelfanger, Norfolk, England 

(~1758 to ~1829) 
by David M. Barker 

 

Dear Barker relatives: 

 

Please look over as much of this research summary as you wish, and feel free to share it with any 

others you think might be interested. Also, do let me know of any data, insights, thoughts, or 

inspiration you may have on the subject. If you are aware of details or connections I’ve missed, 

sources of pertinent information, or errors, I’d appreciate hearing of them, and receiving 

constructive criticism. There is a lot of information out there that seems to be unsubstantiated 

guesswork, or repetition of previous well-intended conjectures. I’m trying to get as close to the 

original sources as I can. This is a work-in-progress. As you can see, my sources are mostly from 

the website https://www.familysearch.org, from the Family History Library, or from the Norfolk 

Records Office. Some of you have access to other databases I have not made use of. Please direct 

comments and suggestions to me at: 

ddbarker@comcast.net 

  

INTRODUCTION 

 

A popular connection has been tying our William Barker and Jane of Shelfanger to a Jane Knowles. 

It now appears that our William Barker and Jane of Shelfanger are the same couple as the “William 

Parker” and “Jane Knowls” who were married in Winfarthing (~2 miles North of Shelfanger on 17 

Nov 1782 by license.)
1
 

 

A popular mis-connection during at least the past 50 years is that of supposing our William Barker’s 

parents were Stephen Barker and Judith Wragg of Burston. This connection appears to be wrong—

based primarily on the probate record of Stephen Barker
2
 (called an administration, or admon). 

Details are presented later in this research summary. 

 

Our ancestral line back to William and Jane Barker, of Shelfanger, Norfolk, England (~1758 to 

~1829) has an abundance of data to support the family connections. Family histories, census 

records, Pioneer Records, LDS church records, and Parish records. However, there continues to be 

uncertainty as to which William and which Jane were actually our ancestors. Yes, we know that the 

parents of our Barker ancestors were listed in the Parish records of Shelfanger, Norfolk, England as 

“William Barker and Jane”, but when and where they were born, when and where they were 

married, and who their parents were has been a mystery shrouded in conflicting accounts. Among 

various branches of the Barker family are different versions, and mistaken identifications made 

from the scanty surviving facts about their lives. The information provided by numerous sources 

including familysearch.org, new.familysearch.org, and Ancestry.com include repetitions of 

                                                 
1
 Norfolk Marriage Bonds, Norfolk Court FS FS (FamilySearch.org) image 254. I obtained a copy of the page showing 

the entry recording their marriage in the Winfarthing Parish Registers on 7 Nov 1782 from the Norfolk Records Office 

(NRO). 
2
 FHL Film #167209. 
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mistakes made in the past. We must remember the obvious: that when two accounts contradict, at 

least one of them is wrong. 

 

William was an exceedingly popular name in the 1700s in Norfolk England (the county where 

William & Jane lived and raised their family). Consequently, there are large numbers of William 

Barkers around the time period in question, particularly in Norfolk, as well as some in the adjacent 

County, Suffolk. A much smaller number William Barkers were married to someone named Jane, 

though still a surprising number. 

 

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS REPORT 

 

Admon = Administration, a probate record used in the absence of a will—when property was 

involved. 

ArchD = Archdeacon’s Transcripts were made of most of the Parish Registers (PR) of the Church 

of England (they are hand-written copies of the original PR—often with missing periods of a 

year or more, and occasional errors). 

Chr = Christening (also called Baptism) usually performed when the individual was an infant within 

a few days of birth, (though sometimes weeks, months, or years later). 

Banns = Notices of intent to marry (usually announced in the Parish(es) in which the bride and 

groom lived) each of the 3 consecutive Sundays prior to the date they planned to marry. 

Bp’s Tran = Bishop’s Transcripts of the Parish Registers of the Church of England (another 

handwritten copy made from the original PR, often incomplete). At this point, accessing the 

Bp’s Transcripts on FamilySearch.org is very cumbersome as the images include from a 

few, to hundreds of Parish Register transcripts in a given year. Since most are not indexed, it 

is very time-consuming to try to find a particular Parish. Therefore, the Bp’s Tran is used 

herein when neither the actual PRs nor the ArchD’s transcripts are available for that time 

and place, or to check on a difficult-to-read entry (some of the records are very clear and 

easy to read, while others are obscured to one degree or another). 

BMB = Baptisms, Marriages, & Burials (some of the Parish records have the three grouped within 

one book—usually records prior to about 1800.) 

bur = Burials. 

dau = Daughter. 

DUP = Daughters of the Utah Pioneers. 

FHL = Family History Library in SLC, UT. 

FS = FamilySearch.org (To view the FS images referenced, go to www.familysearch.org: scroll 

down to the section “Browse by Location” select: “United Kingdom and Ireland”, then 

scroll down to “England, Norfolk Parish Registers”, (or Archdeacons Transcripts, or Bp’s 

Transcripts), then scroll down to “Browse through images”, select the Parish, Event type 

(e.g. banns, marriages, baptisms, burials, BMB, etc), and date, then type in the image 

number given in the reference.  

marr = Married or marriage. 

Marriage Bond = A document used to secure a marriage license (very few actual licenses were 

preserved, but Marriage Bonds provide helpful information about the intended marriage 

partners). Relatively few individuals obtained marriage licenses. The license was quicker, 

but more costly than posting Banns, and seems to have been a bit of a status symbol for 

those who could afford them. Marriage licenses were also used when one of the parties 

being married was a minor, and was accompanied by an affidavit of the parent or guardian 

giving permission.  
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NRO = Norfolk Records Office (http://archives.norfolk.gov.uk). 

NROCAT = The online catalogue of holdings of the NRO (http://archives.norfolk.gov.uk). 

Oddysey = Don Barker’s book: Odyssey of the Barkers and the Russells. Baltimore: Gateway Press, 

1984. 

PR = Parish Registers of the Church of England. The PRs were the original record made in the 

Parish, and when available, are more accurate and complete than the ArchD’s or Bp’s 

transcript. They are generally quite accurate and reliable, however sometimes entries do 

have errors, are out of order, omitted, or were added at a later date. 

s = Son, or single. 

XXX = Certainly not our ancestor(s). 

*** = Important note, or very likely. 

 

DETAILS 

 

The most often-repeated version I’ve seen of our family’s record indicates that William & Jane died 

1 and 5 years prior to the departure to America of their three surviving sons (George, Frederick, 

James) with their respective families in 1830. Their daughter Harriott, who married Henry Jarrel,
3
 

came to the U.S. in 1835 or 1836, and she and her family are reported to have later settled in 

Canada.
4
  

 

A conflicting account (author unknown, typewritten) called the “Life of James Barker” (this James 

being the son of Frederick, son of our William & Jane Barker) suggests that William and Jane were 

also on the ship to America in 1830, and that Jane died in route. It seems that whoever wrote that 

sketch mixed up Jane Barker (our William’s wife) who was apparently buried in Shelfanger 4 Dec 

1825 at age 66
5
 with Sarah (Garrard) Barker (the wife of William & Jane’s son George) who did die 

of Smallpox on the voyage. 

 

                                                 
3
 Shelfanger PRT p. 38 (The Parish Registers of Norfolk: Shelfanger 1686-1837. Transcribed by Jonathan Down, 1988. 

p. 38.) It is available at the FHL call # 942.61 K 25pr no. 25. 
4
 Per information on NewFamilySearch.org. 

5
 Shelfanger PRT p. 41. 
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Figure 1. A section of a Map of Southern Norfolk & Northern Suffolk (from a CD provided by Gary 

& Helen Hansen). 

 

One obstacle to establishing which Wm & Jane are ours is the inability to find the names of our 

Barker ancestors on any Passenger List from the ship on which they came to America. If we could 

find that, we could eliminate one of the conflicting details. Don Barker
6
 wrote that they left from 

London on March 23, 1830 on a ship called the “New Brunswick,” arriving at Staten Island on June 

22, 1830. He added that the ship had to be quarantined for a time because of smallpox. He indicated 

that Elwood I. Barker had “checked the Admiralty records and verified that the New Brunswick did 

                                                 
6
 Don Barker is a descendent of William & Jane thru their son James, who settled in Iowa, not continuing westward 

with the LDS migration to Utah as his brothers George & Frederick had done. See: Don Barker. Odyssey of the Barkers 

and the Russells. Baltimore: Gateway Press, 1984, pp 6-7, 11. 
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indeed sail from London on March 23, 1830 for America, but that no passenger list had been 

located.”
7
 (See Elwood I. Barker’s research summary near the end of this report.) 

 

Some of the versions of the Barkers’ emigration to the U.S. suggest that they may have come in 

conjunction with a “free-passage” program to ease the growing demand on land in England which 

was owned by a relatively small number of people. I inquired of the Norfolk Records Office (NRO), 

(which has been very helpful in this research), and they referred me to the website, 

http://www.workhouses.org.uk/emigration/. That site provides some information that is 

contradictory to the suggestion that our family used the free passage program, namely: 

1. The pauper emigration program, as it was called, began in 1833 (3 years after our Barker 

brothers emigrated). 

2. The program sent emigrants “to Britain’s colonies (Canada, Australia, New Zealand, etc.)” 

to provide much-needed labor in the colonies and to provide work for the poor. Since, in 

1830 the United States was not a British Colony, this alone seems to eliminate this 

possibility. 

3. The participants had to have “been vaccinated against smallpox.” From the accounts I’ve 

read, a large number of the passengers on board the ship, including most of our Barker 

ancestors, were afflicted with the disease and obviously had not been vaccinated. 

Thus, any one of the requirements listed seems sufficient grounds to reject the assertion that our 

Barker relatives used that free-passage program. 

 

The most popular (and presumably the most accurate) version of our ancestors’ emigration to 

America supports the idea that the burial entry in the Shelfanger Parish records of William Barker 

15 Dec 1829
8
 is that of our ancestor William Barker, (see figure 2 below), and it does seem to be a 

nice fit. Also, that our Jane was buried four years earlier, on 4 Dec 1825
9
 (figure 3). 

  

 
Figure 2. Believed to be the burial entry for our William Barker from the Shelfanger Bp’s Tran 

(Bishop’s Transcript). The image is an excerpt found on a page showing burials in 1829. It indicates 

that William was buried 15 Dec 1829, at age 67.
10

   

 

If our William had truly turned 67 by Dec 15 in the year 1829, his year of birth was likely 1762 

(1829 – 67 = 1762). However, if his birthday was later in the year, and if he would have turned 68 

on one of the days from Dec 16 to Dec 31 in 1829, his birth would have been on that day in 1761 

(1829 – 68 = 1761). It is also possible that at his time of death (presumably no more than a few days 

                                                 
7
 Barker, Don. Odyssey of the Barkers and the Russells. Baltimore: Gateway Press, 1984, pp. 2-5. Barker, Don. 

Supplement to Odyssey of the Barkers and the Russels. Baltimore: Gateway Press, 1996 p. 179. 
8
 www.FamilySearch.org: scroll down to the section “Browse by Location” select: British Isles, England, Norfolk, Bp’s 

Transcripts 1685-1941, Browse 210,055 FS images, Norfolk, Archdeaconry of Norfolk, 1829, S, FS image 38. 
9
 Bp’s Transcripts 1825 FS image 28 

10
 Bp’s Transcripts 1829, S, FS image 38. 
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prior to his burial) he had reached the age of 67, but by the date of his burial, (had he lived that 

long), he would have reached 68.  

 

 
Figure 3. This is an image of the burial record 4 Dec 1825, almost certainly, that of our Jane at age 

66,
11

 wife of William Barker.  

 

If the details given for Jane’s burial in the Parish records are accurate, (bur 4 Dec 1825 at age 66)
12

 

and her birthday was on or before Dec 4
th

, Jane was born in 1759 (1825 – 66 = 1759). If her 

birthday was later in the year than Dec 4
th

, and if she would have turned 67 on a day from Dec 5 to 

Dec 31 1825 (had she lived that long), she was born in 1758 (1825 – 67 = 1758). Thus, based solely 

on her burial record, Jane was born either in 1758 or in 1759. (Remember that probabilities are not 

necessarily meaningful when it comes to estimating the timing of past events. They happened when 

they happened, no matter what the probability seems from a perspective looking back). Therefore, 

comparing William’s and Jane’s burial records, it looks like Jane was at least 2 years plus an 

unknown number of days older than William. 

 

Based on the possibilities for their birth years (derived from their burial records above), William 

was born in either 1761 or 1762, and Jane in either 1758 or 1759. Thus the possible age differences 

(truncated to whole years) derived from the burial records are from 2 to 4 years: 

   

If our  If our  The age 

    William’s Jane’s  difference 

    birth year birth year would 

    was  was  appear as 

 

    1761  1758  3 yrs 

    1761  1759  2 yrs 

    1762  1758  4 yrs 

    1762  1759  3 yrs 

                                                 
11

 Bp’s Trans 1825 FS image 28. Note: I obtained a photo image of this entry as it appears in the original PR from the 

NRO. On the copy they mailed me, Jane’s age at the time of her burial looks like 60. Since that would have altered this 

very important detail, I emailed the NRO and they double checked the micro image from which my copy was made and 

confirmed that her age is listed as 66, the top part of the second 6 was faint, but distinct on the PR image, substantiating 

the details as shown on the Bp’s transcript. 
12

 Bp’s Trans 1825 FS image 28. 
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For the rest of this paper, it is assumed that these burial records are those of our William and Jane 

Barker of Shelfanger, Norfolk, England, but not necessarily that they are precisely accurate. 

 

Below is a list of the known Children of our William & Jane (note: I wonder if our William and 

Jane had a daughter named Jane. They may have before they settled in Shelfanger, and if they did, 

baby Jane may have passed away without having been Christened. I have not found any parish 

records indicating such, but, based on popular naming patterns it seems likely that they would have 

named a daughter Jane. The first child we know of was Rhoda, who wasn’t Christened until 2 ½ 

years after William Parker and Jane Knowls were married, and Leonard 6-years later, thus if they 

are really our Wm & Jane, there was enough time for a child named “Jane” to have been born to 

them, either before or after Rhoda. If anyone learns of such a Jane, please let me know.) 

1. Rhoda, Dau of William & Jane Barker 

   Chr: 31 Jul 1785, Shelfanger
13

 

2. Leonard, son of William & Jane Barker 

   Chr: 25 Sep 1791, Shelfanger
14

  

   buried: 24 Feb 1793, Shelfanger
15

  

3. William son of William & Jane Barker (no Christening date found) 

buried: 26 Sep 1791, Shelfanger
16

 (This William could have been a twin brother of 

Leonard—as some have supposed
17

—or he could have been born some time in the 6-year 

interval between Rhoda and Leonard. In any case, although he was buried one day after 

Leonard was Christened, he could have been the firstborn son.) 

4. George, son of William and Jane Barker 

born: probably prior to May 1795 since his sister Matilda's Christening date was 20 March 1796.
18

 

born: 8 Mar 1795 (per his gravestone in the Ogden Utah Cemetery,
19

 but may not be 

accurate.) 

Chr: 11 Oct 1795, Shelfanger
20

  

 Marr 1: 30 May 1814 George Barker & Charlotte Brazeworth.
21

 (Charlotte was buried just 2 

months later on 27 Jul 1814 at age 22.)
22

 

 Marr 2: 18 Dec 1815 George Barker & Sarah Garrard.
23

 (Sarah was buried at sea on the 

crossing from England to America 1830.)
24

 

 Marr 3: George Barker & Ann Blygh Barker (Ann had been married to George’s brother 

Frederick, and no-doubt had played an important role in the lives of not only George, 

but also his children.)
25

 

                                                 
13

 Shelfanger ArchD BMB 1725-1812 FS image 45. 
14

 Shelfanger ArchD BMB 1725-1812 FS image 45. 
15

 Bp’s Trans 1792-1793 FS image 511. 
16

 Shelfanger ArchD BMB 1725-1812 FS image 55. 
17

 The earliest reference I’ve seen was in a Barker, Jones and Ives report compiled for Vincy R. Barker by Merlin J. 

Stone dated Jan 1 1896 indicating that Leonard & Wm were twins. 
18

 Shelfanger PRT  p. 23. That is, if Matilda’s Christening was soon after her birth. (March 1796 – 10 months = May 

1795.) Various sources show conflicting dates for George’s birth. 
19

 Thanks to Margie Barker Sorenson. 
20

 Shelfanger ArchD BMB 1725-1812 FS image 58. 
21

 Shelfanger PRT p. 37. 
22

 Shelfanger PRT p. 39. 
23

 Diss PRT p. 451. 
24

 Numerous family accounts, census records, etc. 
25

 Census records & family histories. 
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 Died: 8 Nov 1869, Ogden, Utah
26

 

5 Matilda, dau of William and Jane Barker 

Chr: 20 Mar 1796  Shelfanger
27

  

6. Frederick Barker, son of William and Jane Barker (no Christening date found in the PRs) 

born: 27 Sep 1800, Diss.
28

  

married: 18 Feb 1823 Frederick Barker of Shelfanger & Ann Bligh of Tibenham
29

  

died: 4 Nov 1866 North Ogden, Utah
30

  

7. James, son of William and Jane Barker 

Chr: 27 Sep 1802 Shelfanger
31

 

   marr: 8 June 1829 Hannah Woods of Shimpling
32

  

died: ~1861 at age 59, Lebanon, Iowa
33

  

8. Harriott, dau of William & Jane Barker   

Chr: 8 Sep 1805
34

 

marr: 25 July 1826 to Henry Jarrel
35

 who signed with an “x” mark Witnesses: George Barker 

(probably Harriott’s brother), and Susan Barker (unknown relationship, possibly George & 

Harriott’s grandmother?) 

9? ? A couple of accounts suggest that a ninth child named William was born in 1807. I have 

not been able to find any evidence to substantiate this assertion. 

 

Don Barker shared a news report from the Bury Post April 30 1830 (Bury is a town in Suffolk 

between Shelfanger and London): “Seventy-eight men and women from Diss, Palgrave and 

Wortham, and 58 from Winfarthing and Shelfanger, passed through Bury in stage wagons on their 

way to London to take shipping for America. They were in high spirits.”
36

  

 

Searching for William Barkers in this time period on FamilySearch.org brings up quite a number in 

Norfolk who were married to women named Jane. A process like Sherlock Holmes’ logical 

deduction may be used to eliminate those who don’t fit with the available data, and to find that 

whoever is left is the most likely, and may be the correct match. Using a similar process, a number 

of researchers have been able to eliminate some of the possibilities, and seem to have narrowed 

them down to a few main candidates, with one appearing to be more likely at this point. Since the 

Suffolk Parish registers are not available on FamilySearch.org, I haven’t yet done much research in 

those Parishes. However, Elwood Barker hired genealogists in England in 1953 and later, and he 

reported that they searched 26 Parishes in Suffolk, and didn’t find the marriage of our William and 

Jane. Also, Price & Associates have done research in Suffolk with the same results. 

                                                 
26

 Various sources show different days for George’s death and burial, but they are within the month as November and 

the year 1869. His headstone in the Ogden City Cemetery, Ogden, Utah shows 8 Nov 1869. Per Margie (Barker) 

Sorenson: Find A Grave Memorial # 53681977. 
27

 Shelfanger ArchD BMB 1725-1812 FS image 58. 
28

 Odyssey, p. 267. Don Barker’s daughter, Jane Barker Nagy, said that Don, now 99 and in a retirement center, no 

longer has the source information used in his book. (Personal communication 2011). 
29

 Tibenham PR Marr 1813-1836 FS image 11. 
30

 DUP article on Frederick Barker by Zola Marie Jeppson Fullmer. 
31

 Shelfanger ArchD BMB 1725-1812 FS image 69. 
32

 Shimpling PR Marr 1813-1837 FS image 9. 
33

 Oddysey p. 4. 
34

 Shelfanger PRT p. 26 (The Parish Registers of Norfolk: Shelfanger 1686-1837. Transcribed by Jonathan Down, 1988. 

p. 26). 
35

 Shelfanger PRT  p. 38. 
36

 Oddysey p. 3. 
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After much searching in the Parish registers of Norfolk (and some in Suffolk), the most promising 

prospect (in my opinion at this time) for our William Barker, seems to be: 

 

**William Parker of Wymondham (~12 mi N of Shelfanger) & Jane Knowls of 

Winfarthing (~2 mi N of Shelfanger).  

 

Though the details preserved do not all match with precision, they are worthy of further 

consideration and research. Pros and Cons of this connection are discussed below.  

 

I haven’t been able to find any children of this couple unless they are the children of our William 

and Jane (listed above). They were married 7 Nov 1782 at Winfarthing, by license.
37

 The marriage 

Bond and accompanying affidavit (transcribed below) dated 7 Nov 1782
38

 have some interesting 

information. When I first saw this marriage record, I immediately thought I’d finally found that of 

our William and Jane, but there are sill some unanswered questions. Here’s a summary: 

 

At the likely time of Jane Knowls’ birth (~1760 estimated from her stated age on the marriage 

bond) the pages are missing from Winfarthing PRs on FamSearch. The NRO searched, the 

applicable portion of the Winfarthing PR but were unable to find any Knowles’ Christenings or 

births near that time. 

 

I’ve found the table below helpful as I’ve been trying to sort thru the data comparing our Wm & 

Jane with Wm Parker & Jane Knowls: 

 

Our       Our 

William Barker William Parker  Jane Barker  Jane Knowls 

Based on info from Based on info from their Based on info from Based on info from their 

Burial 12/18/1829 Marriage bond 11/7/1782  Burial 4 Dec 1825 Marriage bond 7 Nov 1782 

age 67  age 17   age  66  age 21+ 

born  1762  born 1765   born 1759  born 1761  

or 1761  or  1764   or 1758  or 1760 

 

In support of connecting this William Parker & Jane Knowls with our Wm & Jane:   

1. An early assertion was made that our William Barker was married to a Jane whose maiden 

name was Knowles. I don’t know who originally suggested that our Jane’s maiden name 

was Knowles, or on what basis it was made, but it has been repeated time and again
39

 and 

has some interesting ramifications. If any of you know where the connection of our Jane 

with the last name of Knowles originated, please let me know. It would be helpful to know if 

that was passed down by family members who would have known, like George, Frederick, 

James, or any of their descendants who remembered it from family members’ accounts, or 

                                                 
37

 I received a copy of the page showing the entry recording their marriage on 7 Nov 1782 in the Winfarthing PRs from 

the Norfolk Records Office (NRO). 
38

 FamilySearch.org Norfolk Marriage Bonds, Norfolk Court FS image 254. 
39

 A look at our William Barker on https://new.familysearch.org, details, scroll to bottom and select Combined records 

reveals numerous submissions listing Jane Knowles as our ancestor. 
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was it merely speculation based on what someone saw in an old record such as the marriage 

bond mentioned above?
 40

  

2. Quite a number of people near this time—especially in the Shelfanger PRs have name 

confusion between Barker and Parker. They include several who are known to be our 

ancestors or closely related to them: 

A. Compare the surname spellings of what appears to be the entries in the Shelfanger Parish 

Records for 3 children of the same couple: 

Esther, 19 yrs old, d of John & Susannah Barker, Christened 10 Feb 1779.
41

 Thus, born 

~1760 (1779 – 19 = 1760). 

Mary, 23 yrs old, d of John & Susannah Parker, Christened 23 May 1779.
42

 Thus born 

~1756 (1779 – 23 = 1756). 

Frances, 13 yr old, d of John & Susannah Parker, Christened 23 May 1779.
43

 Thus born 

~1766 (1779 – 13 = 1766). 

B. Hannah Barker wife of John Barker, “commonly called Parker”, Bur:10 Mar 1817.
44

  

C. Our Wm & Jane’s son, George, was “married by Banns” to Sarah Garrard.
45

 In the record of 

their Banns in Shelfanger (George’s Parish), he is listed as George Barker, widower.
46

 

However, the Banns posted in Diss (Sarah’s residence prior to their marriage, and their place 

of marriage 18 Dec 1815)
47

 list him as George Parker. On the marriage record George 

signed with an “x” mark, and it was witnessed by Matilda Parker who signed with her x 

mark).
48

 (Our George had a younger sister named Matilda who was ~19 at the time—that is, 

if her Christening, 20 Mar 1796, was close to her date of birth, which was usually the case. 

She may have been this witness).  

D. Our William & Jane’s son George Barker’s first 2 children (Frederick & Ellis) are listed in 

Shelfanger Parish records as sons “of George Barker “commonly called Parker”
49

  

E. Our William & Jane’s son Frederick Barker Married Ann Blygh of Tibenham
50

 (~8 mi. N of 

Shelfanger). The record of their marriage in Tibenham, shows his name as Barker, as does 

                                                 
40

 Price & Associates attempted unsuccessfully to find an answer to how the name Knowles first became associated 

with our Jane, wife of William Barker of Shelfanger. Their report titled “Dismuke (Barker) Project Summary 22 Nov 

2002 states: “We decided to go back to the Temple Index Bureau, early LDS church records, and books about pioneers 

in Utah, to see if any of these sources mentions the mother’s [Jane’s maiden] name. George Barker, William Barker’s 

son, had a brother Frederick, and it became apparent that they came to the United States from England sometime before 

the 1840s [1830]. They joined the [LDS] church somewhere in the east and arrived in Utah about 1849 [1849 Alan 

Taylor company]. When they were Endowed… in October and November 1855, they each gave their mother’s name as 

‘Jane’ but with no surname listed. A search of the early ward genealogy records for Ogden, where George settled, 

disappointingly provided no additional clues. Even the extract for George Barker in Pioneers and Prominent Men of 

Utah (page 735) did not supply a name for her.” The earliest reference to our Jane’s maiden name I’ve been able to find 

comes from research in the 1950s & 1960s, but the documents don’t list the source(s) of the information. 
41

 Shelfanger PRT p. 18 (The Parish Registers of Norfolk: Shelfanger 1686-1837. Transcribed by Jonathan Down, 1988. 

p. 18.) 
42

 Shelfanger PRT p. 18. 
43

 Shelfanger PRT p. 18-19. 
44

 Shelfanger PRT p. 40. 
45

 Diss PRT: The Parish Registers of Diss 1551 – 1837. Trans. by Jackie Crosby, et al. Norfolk & Norwich 

Genealogical Society 1987, p. 451. 
46

 His first wife, Charlotte Brazeworth had died ~2 months after their marriage. Shelfanger PRT p. 39. 
47

 Diss PRT p. 451. 
48

 Diss PRT p. 451. 
49

 Bp’s Tran Shelfanger FS image 34 & NRO copy of the Shelfanger PR page. 
50

 Tibenham PR Marr FS image 11. 



  Updated 18 November 2012 

 11 

the Christening record of their 1
st
 daughter, Matilda,

51
 however, the Christening of their 2

nd
 

child, Mary Ann, 25 Mar 1829, also in Tibenham, his name is listed as “Frederick Parker”.
52

  

F. John Barker (commonly called Parker) Bachelor, Labourer Bur: 9 Apr 1819, age 46.
53

 

G. John Barker “commonly called Parker” Labourer Bur: 18 Oct 1820 age, 68.
54

 

H. James Barker “commonly called Parker” Labourer Bur: 7 May 1820, age 41.
55

 

I. “Eleanor Barker or Parker” Bur: 28 Oct 1832 age 20.
56

 

J. A settlement examination dated 22 Dec 1823 lists David Barker from Diss, as “alias 

Parker”, and “otherwise Parker” a labourer about 15 yrs old, in Shelfanger.
57

 

K. The names Barker and Parker are clearly different—for those of us who know how to spell, 

and their derivations are likely not the same. However, most, if not all of us, who are 

surnamed Barker can attest to having been called Parker at one time or another. I remember 

my father, Clarence S. Barker, (a newspaper reporter) making special effort to enunciate the 

B in Barker to distinguish it from the P in Parker. No doubt some of our ancestors didn’t 

enunciate as well as my father, and since many of them signed their names with an “x” 

mark, it appears they didn’t know how to read or write, and thus didn’t know how to spell. 

For instance, my ancestor George Barker, son of William & Jane, signed his name with an 

“x” mark on his Banns & Marriage record. 

 

Price & Associates noted that their “agent in England” was “ ‘very familiar’ with the 

dialects of the people of Norfolk,” and “indicated that the ‘B’ and ‘P’ could easily 

have been misheard by the clerk.”
58

 

 

In support of this enunciation problem being the cause of at least some of the 

confusion: census entries which are believed to be in reference to two of the sons of 

our William and Jane are: 1830 New York, Jefferson County, LeRay lists George 

Parker and Frederick Parker, while in the 1840 census in Watertown,
59

 their names 

are spelled Barker. 

3. An important clue regarding the possibility of connecting this William & Jane with ours 

seems to be the age difference between our William & Jane and William Parker and Jane 

Knowls. Both the burial record of our William & Jane and the marriage bond of William 

Parker and Jane Knowls, show William to be ~2 to 4 years younger than Jane. It was 

probably a bit uncommon in that era—as it is now—for a man to marry a woman who is 

years older. However, it appears that Jane’s mother was 9 years older than her father,
60

 and 

John Barker/Parker (who appears to have been William’s older brother) was about 5 years 

younger than his wife Hannah Francis.
61

 So, for William & Jane’s families, men marrying 

older women may not have been an issue. 

                                                 
51

 Tibenham PR Bapt FS image 16. 
52

 Tibenham PR Bapt FS image 19. 
53

 Shelfanger PRT p. 40. 
54

 Shelfanger PRT p. 40. 
55

 Shelfanger PRT p. 40. 
56

 Shelfanger PRT p. 41. 
57

 Per Norfolk Records Office (NRO) Online Catalaogue (NROCAT) Shelfanger PD 80/47/36. A Settlement 

Examination is a rarely preserved document regarding moving from one Parish to another without the parties having 

first obtained a Settlement Certificate. 
58

 P&A “Dismuke(Barker/Ellis) Research Report #9922 11 Feb 2002, p. 2. 
59

 Apparently LeRay, NY became a part of Watertown in the interim. 
60

 Diss PRT p. 298. 
61

 Shelfanger PRT pp, 34 and 40. 
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A. Our William Barker was somewhere from 2-4 years younger than our Jane if their 

burial records are accurate (see figures 2 & 3 and the discussion following figure 3). 

B. William Parker was ~4 years younger than Jane Knowls, based on the information on 

their marriage bond and affidavit. 

(1) William Parker, was said to be 17, while Jane Knowls was 21 “and 

upwards”
62

 on their marriage date, 7 Nov 1782,
63

 thus Jane was ~4 “years 

older” (21 – 17 = 4).  

(2) If William Parker turned 18 between 7 Nov 1782 (their marriage date) and 15 

Dec (the burial day of our Wm), and Jane did not also have a birthday in that 

interval, it could be said that Jane Knowls was 3-years older that Wm Parker 

at that time (21 – 18 = 3). 

C. Thus, a part of these age differences might very easily be a time-of-year difference in 

their birthdays. Here’s a simpler, and specific example with known dates and ages: I 

was born 1 year and 2 months before my wife, and the birthdays of two of our 

children are between our birthdays. Therefore, on the birth certificates of two of our 

children, our stated ages are one year apart, and on those of our other two children 

our stated ages are two years apart. 

D. The only time this confusing factor wouldn’t apply would be when the people being 

compared were each born on the same day of the same month in their respective 

birth years; in which case they would be exactly the same number of years apart—

even when the difference is based on a comparison of stated ages. 

4. To my knowledge, no one has found a marriage that that fits better with the known details of 

our William and Jane Barker than this William Parker & Jane Knowls.  

5. Their place of marriage, Winfarthing, is only ~2 miles N of Shelfanger. 

6. One of the objectives of the research done by Price and Associates for our cousins the 

Dismukes has been trying to find out if our Jane was really Jane Knowles. They noticed 

some interesting details:  

A. They proposed that the family of James Knowles and Mary Betts of Diss is the most 

likely candidate for that of Jane Knowles.
64

 Although they weren’t able to find a 

Christening or birth record for this Jane Knowles in this (or any other) family, six of 

James & Mary’s children were Christened in Diss (just 3 or 4 miles south of 

Shelfanger). There is a conspicuous 6-year gap between two of their children (James 

who was Christened 20 Feb 1756
65

 & another James in 20 July 1762
66

) a time 

consistent with the estimated birth date of the Jane Knowles who married William 

Parker. Children of James Knowls (~1727-1782)
67

 & Mary Betts (~1718-1775):
68

 

  1.   Elizabeth, dau of James & Mary Knowls Chr: 3 Apr 1752
69

   

  2.   Mary, dau of James & Mary Knowles Chr: 12 Jan 1754
70

   

                                                 
62

 The phrase “21 and upwards” seems to signify that the individual was an adult, at least 21 and in this case it means 

that Jane Knowls was 21 + some number of days, months, or years old. 
63

 Norfolk Marriage Bonds, Norfolk Court FS image 254. 
64

 I had also noticed this family but was disappointed when I couldn’t find a Christening for a Jane as one of James and 

Mary Knowles’ children and put it on hold until I read their report. Price & Associates Dismuke (Knowles) Research 

Report dated 3 Apr 2002. 
65

 Diss PRT p. 257. 
66

 Diss PRT p. 266. 
67

 James Knowles Buried 7 July 1782 aged 55 (Diss PRT p. 298), therefore born ~ 1727 (1782 – 55 = 1727). 
68

 Mary Betts Knowles Buried 22 May 1775 age 57 (Diss PRT p. 287), therefore born ~1718 (1775 – 57 = 1718).. 
69

 Diss PRT p. 252. 
70

 Diss PR BMB 1729-1778 FS  image #42. 
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         3.   James, son of James & Mary Knowls Chr: 20 Feb 1756
71

 

bur: 20 Jul 1762
72

 

4? Jane Knowls? 

  5.   James, son of James & Mary Knowles Chr: 20 Jul 1762
73

   

   6.   Anne Dr of James & Mary Knowles born: 1765, Chr: 23 Mar 1767
74

  

  7.   Simon Son of James & Mary Knowls Chr: 24 May 1769
75

  

 bur: 12 Jun 1771
76

  

James Knowles was Christened 30 Mar 1728,
77

 and buried 7 July 1782 aged 55.
78

 

Thus born in about 1727 (1782 – 55 = ~1727). He was married: 1 Oct 1750 to Mary 

Betts (both single).
79

 Mary, wife of James Knowles was buried 22 May 1775 age 

57.
80

 Thus born in about 1718 (1775 – 57 = ~1718). Thus, if Jane was really born to 

James and Mary, both of her parents had passed away before she was married (17 

Nov 1782).
81

 This may help understand her presence in Winfarthing at the time of 

her marriage. Perhaps she was working there. Fanny Knowles (apparently Jane’s 

cousin) had been working in Winfarthing and was also married there 15 Apr 1785.
82

 

B. In support of Jane Knowles really belonging in this family, Price & Associates noted 

evidence based on some interesting naming patterns. (Note: it was not uncommon in 

this time period for people to use names for their children which had already been 

used for one or more of their siblings’ children, or even their own children who had 

died previously). They noted that the recurrence of the names Rhoda and Simon, 

neither of which were particularly common during this time and area (although I’ve 

found a surprising number of women named Rhoda in the PRs of the region, men 

named Simon are much more rare.) They concluded: “The choice of Simon as the 

name for Elizabeth’s illegitimate son was the same as the name chosen a few months 

earlier for James & Mary’s last son and would therefore have been Elizabeth’s 

brother, and coincidentally Jane’s brother also. Simon is also an unusual name and 

the chance of two unusual names [Rhoda & Simon] not being connected are so 

remote as to be almost non-existent…. It is hoped the future research… might help 

clarify this family, but for the moment this line extension [Jane Knowles’ parents 

being James Knowles & Mary Betts] is being accepted as ancestral.”
83

 

 

                                                 
71

 Diss PRT p. 257. 
72

 Diss PR BMB 1729-1778 FS I #53. 
73

 Diss PR BMB 1729-1778 FS I #53. 
74

 Diss PRT p. 274. 
75

 Diss PRT p. 277. 
76

 Diss PRT p. 281. 
77

 Bunwell Bp’s Tran 1728-1729 FS image #67. 
78

 Diss PRT p. 250. 
79

 Diss PRT p. 250. 
80

 Diss PRT p. 287. 
81

 Norfolk Marriage Bonds, Norfolk Court FS image 254. 
82

 Winfarthing ArchD FS image 81. 
83

 Price & Associates “Dismuke (Knowles) Research Report 3 Apr 2002. 
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James Knowles & George Barker &

Mary Betts Elizabeth Knowles Sarah Garrard

Elizabeth Simon Frederick

Mary Rhoda Ellis

James Frances James

Jane? Frederick

James William Barker & Ellis

Ann Jane Knowles Simon

Simon Rhoda

William James Barker &

Leonard Hannah Woods

George Emma

Matilda Rhoda

Fredeerick James

James Emiline

Harriott

Figure 4. A Chart showing the recurring names noted by Price & Associates. 

 

7. At about the time I learned of Price & Associates’ conclusion I obtained a readable copy
84

 of 

the will of William Knowles of Forncett St. Peter (~6 mi NNE of Shelfanger) which was 

dated 15 Nov 1745 and proved 31 Jan 1745/6.
85

 This William Knowles appears to have been 

the great grandfather of our Jane (Knowles) Barker. Based on similar similar recurrences of 

family names, it appears we have found the two preceding generations of ancestors of Jane 

Knowles. William Knowles’ will states: 

“First I give & devise unto John Welton my Grandson…my mesuages Lands 

Tenements… in Forncett St. Peter…. I give & Bequeath unto my Eight 

Grandchildren William Knowles, John Knowles, Thomas Knowles, Mary Knowles, 

Elizabeth Knowles, James Knowles, Jane Knowles & likewise Mary Knowles the 

daughter of Elizabeth Knowles to each & every of them the sum of twenty[?] 

shillings each week[?] to be paid by the above said John Welton out of the above 

mentioned Estate…. Item I give and bequeath all my Goods and Chattles and 

personal Estate… to be equally devided by the said John Welton between my two 

Daughters Mary Welton & Elizabeth Knowles and Lastly I do make… & appoint the 

said John Welton Sole Exter….” (emphasis added) 

 Thus, in addition to his 2 daughters Mary (Knowles) Welton, and Elizabeth Knowles; 8 

grandchildren were listed, as well as Mary, the daughter of Elizabeth. 

  1. John Welton, son of Mary 

  2. William Knowles 

  3. John Knowles 

  4. Thomas Knowles 

  5. Mary Knowles 

  6. Elizabeth Knowles 

  7. James Knowles 

  8. Jane Knowles  

                                                 
84

 I’ve had a copy of it for some time, but much of it was too dark to decipher. At the FHL now they have technology 

enabling making certain sections of a document lighter, often to the point of being able to read previously unreadable 

material. 
85

 FHL film #166912 p. 119. 
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Since Wm had a daughter named Elizabeth who would have been ~46 at the writing of his 

will, as well as a granddaughter named Elizabeth who would have been ~20, there are two 

Elizabeth’s to choose from who might have been Mary’s mother. Did Wm mean he had 8 

grandchildren including his heir John Welton or in addition to him? I’m assuming Mary was 

his great granddaughter, the daughter of his granddaughter Elizabeth Knowles based on 

marriage dates of Elizabeth Knowles his daughter (apparently 10 Oct 1720)
86

 and Elizabeth 

Knowles his granddaughter (apparently 16 Sep 1753).
87

 

 

 

*William Knowles William Knowles & George Barker &

 & Mary (name unknown) Sarah Sarah Garrard

(name unknown) *William Thomas Frederick

John *John Mary Ellis

William  *Thomas John Knowles & James

Amy Mary Thuston Frances Knowles & Frederick

Amy John Knowles & Mary  William Porcher Ellis

Anne Mary Lucy Frances Simon

*Mary *Mary Frances James

*Elizabeth *Elizabeth Stephen Thomas Frederick Barker &

William *James Susanna Ann Blygh

*Jane Thomas Knolls & Matilda

Mary Humphrey Mary Ann

Mary  James

Thomas  Sarah

John William

Willm Elizabeth Knowles William

Jacob Simon Harriet

* Designates names Willm Rhoda Daniel

mentioned in Sarah Frances Jane Isobell

William Knowls' will. Lydia Henry

(FHL 166912 #119) Joshua William Barker & Byron

Isaac Jane Knowles

Ann Rhoda James Barker &

James Knowles & William Hannah Woods

Mary Betts Leonard Emma

Elizabeth George Rhoda

Mary Knowles & Mary Matilda James

Henry Welton James Frederick Emiline

*John Jane? James

William James Harriott Harriott Barker &

Ann Henry Jarell

Simon James Knowles & Matilda

Elizabeth Knowles Ann Henry

*Mary Kiza Sophia

John Welton & Thomas James

Sarah Maryanne

John Ann Knowles Mary

Mary Zachariah George

James William James

Sarah Roseanne

Isaac Harriet  
Figure 5. Probable relationships and naming patterns of Descendents of William Knowles. 

                                                 
86

 Forncett St. Peter PR BMB 1718-1770 FS i#67). 
87

 Bunwell ArchD 1725 FS i#16). 
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For a more detailed version of this chart including sources, dates and places, email me at 

ddbarker@comcast.net and I’ll send it to you as an email attachment (Excel file). 

 

John Knowles, who appears to be the father of Mary, Elizabeth, James & Jane, mentioned in the 1
st
 

& 3
rd

 columns of figure 5 was not mentioned in the will of his father, William. It appears that he had 

passed away 11 years before his father. However, the Christenings of John’s 4 children in Bunwell 

(less than 5 mi from Forncett St. Peter), match exactly in names and the order given in William 

Knowles’ will for 4 of his grandchildren surnamed Knowles, including a Jane Knowles (probably 

the aunt of our Jane Knowls). The major portion of inheritance usually went to the firstborn son, but 

he (John) had passed away and William’s will directed that it go to his grandson, John Welton. A 

minor portion was bequeathed to his two surviving daughters, and less to each of his 7 other 

grandchildren, and maybe to a great granddaughter.  

 

The first three grandchildren mentioned in Wm’s will after his heir, John Welton, were William 

Knowles, John Knowles, and Thomas Knowles. I haven’t been able to find birth or Christening 

records for them, and am therefore unsure of who their parents were. They might have also been 

John & Mary’s children, or a yet unfound child of William Knowles. 

 

It appears that William Knowles’ grandchild #7, James Knowles, is the James Knowles who married Mary 

Betts. He had a younger sister named Jane which gives support to the supposition that he named one of his 

daughters Jane (and, if he did, it was almost certainly Jane Knowls who married William Parker—and was 

very likely our Jane). 

 

Even if Jane Knowles is in fact our ancestor, there has been substantial misinformation as to the 

identity of her father. She has been linked to 4 different fathers: George Knowles, James Knowles 

(mentioned above), Henry Knowles, and Richard Knowells.
88

 

 

Knowls families found in parts of Norfolk & Suffolk: 

 Billingford, Norfolk (1752-1767)
89

 

  Mary, Margaret, Margrate, Ann, John, Elizabeth, William. 

 Buckenham Norfolk (1770-1776)
90

 

  Mary, Mary, Ann, Thomas, John 

 Bunwell Norfolk (1721-1789)
91

 

 Mary, Elizabeth, Jane, John, Mary, Stephen, Susannah, John, Kezia  

Diss, Norfolk (1752-1836)
92

 

Elizabeth, James, Mary, James, James, Anne, Simon, Simon, Rhoda, Frances, Kiza, Samuel, 

Samuel, Elizabeth, Henry, William, Thomas, James, James, Samuel, Mary, George, 

Elizabeth, Rebecca, Eliza, Thomas, James, Elizabeth, Rebecca, Robert, and Harriet. 

                                                 
88

 Per notes on the Individual Summary for William Barker given me by Evonne Florence, compiled by Evonne’s 

mother, Hermine Groberg Barker. 
89

 FHL film 2262381. 
90

 Buckenham PR BMB 1692-1778 FS i# 49; Buckenham PR Baptisms & Burials 1778-1812 FS i# 6, and Buckenham 

PR 1738-1900 Marriages 1754-1801 FS i#s 19 & 24. 
91

 Bunwell Bp’s Tran 1721-1722 FS i#55; Bunwell ArchD 1725-1812 FS i#1, 6, 9, 10, 16, 28, 31, 32, 33, 34, & 69. 
92

 The Parish Registers of Diss 1551-1837. Transcribed by Jackie Crosby et al. 1987, FHL 942.61 B4m V19, pp.252, 

254, 257, 266, 274, 277, 279, 280, 281, 287, 289, 295, 298, 303, 305, 307, 308, 313, 317, 318, 320, 322, 323, 325, 330, 

331, 333, 342, 347, 348, 353, 355, 368, 370, 371, 373, 378, 437, 441, 442, 448, 452, 455, 463, 464, 472, and 477.  
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 Forncett St. Peter, Norfolk (1636-1783)
93

 

John, Joseph, Thomas, Elizabeth, William, John, William, Amy, Elizabeth, William, Amy, 

Anne, William, Mary, Guilliam, Marian, Lucy, Frances, Stephen, William, Lydia, Joshua, 

Isaak, William, Jacob, Sarah, Ann, John, Elizabeth, and Mary. 

Hemsby, Norfolk (1674-1688)
94

 (~30 mi NE of Shelfanger): 

 John, Robert, Henry, John, Margrett, Sarrey, Searrey, Elizabeth, Morgret, Margret, Henerey, 

Ann, Nikels, Ann, and John. 

 Hunworth, Norfolk  (1739-1788)
95

 (~30 mi N of Shelfanger): 

 Philip, Catherine, Margaret, Margaret, Samuel, Philip, Philip, Philip, Ann, Mary, 

Robert, Sarah, Ester, Sarah, Charles, Philip, John, William, Charles, John, William 

 Lynn (or Kings Lynn), Norfolk (1692-1785)
 96

 (~ 30 mi NW of Shelfanger) 

 William, James, James, Redmond, Elizabeth, Vincent, Mary, Mary, John, Vincent, 

John, Mary, Eliz, Vincent, Anne, Vincent, Edward, Edith, John, Ann. 

 Norwich St. Julian (1635-1693)
97

 (~20 mi NNE of Shelfanger) 

John, Grace, Jenie, David, John, Mary, John, Thomas, Will, John, John, John. 

 Scole, Norfolk (1751-1768)
98

 (~5 mi SE of Shelfanger) 

  Henry, Mary, William, Ann, Mary, Margrate, John, Elizabeth. 

 Southburgh, Norfolk (1744-1779)
99

 (~15 mi NNW of Shelfanger) 

  Johan, Elizabeth, Elizabeth, John, Mary, Elizabeth, Daniel, Frances, John. 

 Thetford, Norfolk (1751-1759)
100

 (~17 mi W of Shelfanger) 

  William, William, George, Ann, Susan, Faller, Charles, Charles.  

 Welney, Norfolk (1694-1769)
101

(~30 mi W of Shelfanger): 

Nicholas, Mary, William, Wiseman, Edmund, Frances, William, Thomas, Mary, John, 

Elizabeth, Elizabeth, Mary, Mary, Sarah, Elizabeth, William, William, John, Sarah, Edmon,  

Thomas. 

 Wymondham (1743-1771) (~12 mi N of Shelfanger): 

John, John, Mary, John, Lucy. 

 

Our William and Jane’s children’s Christening dates were from 1785 to 1805, it appears that 8 

children were born to them during this 20-year interval (some have suggested a 9
th

 child was born in 

1807).
102

 This has a bearing on which birthday for our Jane is most likely. Based on our Jane’s 

burial record, her birth was either 1758 or 1759. Based on Jane Knowls’ marriage information, her 

birth was either 1760 or 1761.  

1. If our Jane was born in 1758 (the earliest date if her stated age at the time of her burial was 

accurate), and her 1
st
 child, Rhoda, was born in 1785, and her last was born in 1805, she was 

bearing children from the time she was ~27 (1785 – 1758 = 27) until she was ~47 (1805 – 

1758 = 47).  

                                                 
93

 Forncett St. Peter PR BMB 1561-1718 FS i#s 19, 19, 22, 25, 34, 35, 37, 38, 59, 66, 68, and 75. And, Forncett St. 

Peter PR Transcript BMB 1561-1915. 
94

 FHL Films 1626136, 1526717, 894716, and 1526887. 
95

 FHL Films 1657180 #15, 10, 11, 30, 18, 53, 75, 87, 21, 127, 128, 222, 32, 34, 35, Film #1526778 item 1.  
96

 FHL Films 1461534 – 1471538. 
97

 FHL Films 1657262, 1526839. 
98

 Scole PR Banns, Marr, BMB. 
99

 FHL Film 1471296. 
100

 FHL Film 1517602. 
101

 FHL Film #1040559. 
102

 Two of the family sketches in my possession suggest that they had another child in 1807, but I haven’t been able to 

substantiate that claim. 
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2. If she was born in 1761 (the latest date based on Jane Knowls’ age at the time of her 

marriage), she was bearing children from age ~24 until 44 (1785 – 1761 = 24) (1805 – 1761 

= 44). Thus, although it seems a bit unusual for a woman to bear children at age 44, it is 

even more unusual to bear a healthy child at age 47. Harriot, (our Jane’s youngest daughter, 

Christened in 1805) married and emigrated to America with her husband and children in 

1835 or 1836.
103

 

3. I reviewed the incomplete Winfarthing Parish records available on FS between 1725 and 

1791 for Knowls births, but didn’t find any. So it appears that Jane Knowls was not a native 

of Winfarthing—at least not Christened there and no siblings Christened there either.  

 

The NRO sent me a copy of the marriage entry in the Winfarthing PR of one William Porcher & 

Fanny Knowles, married by banns 15 Apr 1785, each signed with an x mark. It seems an intriguing 

coincidence for two young women with the surname Knowles being married in Winfarthing within 

3 ½ years of one another—and there doesn’t appear to be any record of any other Knowles in 

Winfarthing around that time. At first, I wondered if this Fanny Knowles was Jane Knowls’ sister, 

but after researching further, it now appears that Fanny and Jane were either 1
st
 or 2

nd
 cousins. 

Fanny (probably Frances) and her husband appear to have settled in Diss
104

 and their three children 

were Christened there: 

1. Frances Dau of William Poacher & Frances his Wife (late Knowles spinster)  

born: 28 June 1795, Chr: 22 July 1795 privately baptized
105

 

2. James Son of William Poacher & Frances his Wife (late Knowles spinster) 

born: 10 Feb 1797, Chr: 10 Mar 1797 privately baptized
106

 

3. Thomas Son of William Poacher & Frances his Wife (late Frances Knowles spinster)  

born: 24 Feb 1799, Chr: 21 Mar 1799, privately baptized
107

  

 

The strongest evidence I’ve found against connecting Wm Parker & Jane Knowls with our William 

Barker and Jane is the difference in occupations. William Parker’s marriage bond says he was a 

“weaver” at age 17. Ilene Shelton shared a paper attributed to “Gary Hanson” titled “The Immigrant 

Barkers”.
108

 It was actually written by Gary Hansen’s wife, Helen U. Hansen. In it, an account of 

Joseph Barker (a missionary in England in 1896) is quoted. He reported that our William had been a 

“labourer”. While visiting Shelfanger in 1896, he wrote: 

                                                 
103

 Based on the Christenings and births of their Children. Maryanne the 5
th

 child of Henry & Harriet (Barker) Jarrel was 

Christened 18 May 1835 at age 11 weeks (Shelfanger PRT p. 32). Their next two Children were reported to have been 

Born in Watertown, New York in 1839 and 1842 (NewFamilySearch). And Two more in Storrington, Ontario Canada 

in 1845 and 1847). 
104

 Removal Order 21 Apr 1786 William Porcher and Frances required to move from Winfarthing to Diss. NRO PD 

100/119. 
105

 Diss PRT p. 322. 
106

 Diss PRT p. 325. 
107

 Diss PRT p. 330. 
108

 A transcribed version of “The Immigrant Barkers” is available at: http://www.docstoc.com/docs/35216847/THE-

IMMIGRANT-BARKERS. I’ve spoken to Gary Barker Hansen and his wife Helen. They aren’t sure how the paper 

ended up on that website. Gary is a grandson of this Joseph Barker from whom some key details were gleaned (note, the 

correct spelling of their last name is Hansen). On 2/23/12, Joan Clark, thanks to Julie Farr contacted me and kindly 

referred me to Evonne Florence, who referred me to Nancy Marchant, who referred me to Gary Barker Hansen. He has 

a digital copy of Joseph’s Journals and letters made by his sister (the originals are now in Special Collections at the 

Utah State University). Joseph collected some nice information and Gary and Helen and their family have done well to 

preserve it. 
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“met Onan Brown an old gentleman nearly 87 years old, who remembered as far as William 

and his wife Jane.…[He knew] all about them [the Barkers] emigrating to America, and the 

names of their wives and husbands and where they lived. He also said their name was 

Barker but many people called them Parker. Onan Brown’s mother’s name was Hannah 

Barker Brown, and was a relative of the same Barker family. 

  …. He said…. William Barker used to have a gang of mostly boys, girls, women, and some 

men under him who would go and clean stone off from the land they would get 1 shilling 

per load of 22 bushels of stone or they would clean off any rubbish, go beet and turnip 

pulling, go haying, pulling weeds, topping beets, or any job they could get. Even small boys 

and girls would do this kind of work as it took them all to earn a living. William would take 

the job and then pay the others.” 

 

If the information Joseph Barker learned from Onan Brown in 1896 is an accurate account of our 

William’s profession, William’s work as a labourer and work-gang leader (at least in his later years) 

seems inconsistent with William Parker’s stated profession as a weaver (at age 17). If our Wm did 

start out as a weaver, but for one reason or another left that trade, or if old Onan Browne mixed up 

our Wm & someone else, the connection of our Wm with this Wm Parker is likely to stand.  

 

From the details of others’ lives whose trades had been described as “weaver”, there is evidence that 

they were not doing well financially. For example: William Porcher who married Fanny Knowles 

15 Apr 1785,
109

 both “of Winfarthing”, is described as a “Weaver” in a Settlement Exam dated 21 

Apr 1786.
110

 However, in a “Removal Order” also dated 21 Apr 1786,
111

 the same William & 

Frances were ordered to be moved from Winfarthing to Diss, where William had previously 

established lawful residence. The Winfarthing authorities didn’t want the responsibility of caring for 

them as “they are likely to be chargeable to Winfarthing.”
112

 Thus, although William Porcher was 

said to be a “Weaver,” either the weaving trade in Winfarthing wasn’t sufficient to support him and 

his family or, for other reasons, he was unable prosper in that trade in that parish. Evidence suggests 

that near this time period due to the industrial revolution, the hand-loom weaving industry in 

England was declining. However, in The Shelfanger Parish records, 3 children of Robert & Sarah  

Barker who were Christened on 17 Sep 1837 list their father’s occupation as a Weaver, and Sarah 

Barker buried 19 Feb 1877 age 79 as “supposed Wife of a weaver”). Maybe there were more 

weavers in the Shelfanger/Winfarthing area than the population could make use of. Thus, maybe the 

differences in means of livelihood (a “weaver” vs. a “labourer”) may not be as significant as I once 

thought. 

 

Also, the fact that William Parker of Wymondham was listed as a weaver, and he married Jane 

Knowls of Winfarthing, and William Poacher, a weaver, married Fanny or Frances Knowles also of 

Winfarthing, suggests there may have been a connection. Perhaps William Parker and William 

Porcher, both weavers, were friends, and each married Knowles girls (likely cousins) living in 

Winfarthing. 

 

The following, does not necessarily constitute information either in support of, or in opposition to, 

the connection of our Wm with Wm Parker, however, it may be helpful in tying some things 

                                                 
109

 Winfarthing ArchD FS i#81. 
110

 From NRO PD 100/113/61. 
111

 From NRO PD 100/119. 
112

 From NRO PD 100/119. 
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together. Since in 1896 Onan Brown claimed to be a relative, and since Onan is such an unusual 

name, I decided to do some searching of the parish records: 

1. I was able to confirm that there was an “Onan son of Onan & Hannah Browne” who was 

Christened 8 Oct 1809.
113

 This is consistent with Joseph Barker’s statement, that Onan was 

“almost 87” when they conversed in February 1896 (1896 – 87 = 1809). Onan’s sister, Lucy, 

was Christened 27 Apr 1806,
114

 and his brother, Noah Chr: 5 June 1808.
115

  

2. I’ll call the Onan who spoke with Joseph Barker in 1896 Onan (Jr). His mother, according to 

the Shelfange PR, was indeed Hannah Barker, who married Onan Browne (Sr) by license.
116

 

I’ll refer to her as Hannah (Barker) Browne. 

3. Hannah (Barker) Browne, was almost certainly the daughter of “John & Hannah Parker” 

Christened 22 Apr 1781
117

 (and her father John Barker/Parker may have been a brother of 

our William). She is the only Hannah Barker or Parker in Shelfanger I’ve found around that 

time other than her mother (Hannah (Francis) Barker/Parker), and the details line up nicely.) 

A Settlement Exam dated 30 Jun 1826 indicated Onan (Sr) was “about forty four years of 

age” and “hath a wife and eight children”.
118

 It mentioned that Shelfanger was the place of 

his parents’ settlement and determined that he and his family were legally residents of 

Shelfanger.  

4. Five Christenings are listed in the Shelfanger PRT for children of John & Hannah Parker, 

and two as children of John & Hannah Barker.
119

 

a. This is ironic since in Joseph Barker’s account of his visit to Shelfanger in 1896, he 

recorded: “I have also learned that our true name is Barker…. I believe that there are 

many going by the name of Parker which should be Barker.”
120

 Or is it the reverse? 

b. Hannah (Francis) Barker and John Barker’s four sons, John, William, George, and 

James, were all Christened 14 May 1780 in Shelfanger.
121

 Since it is unlikely that 

they were quadruplets, and since their parents, John & Hannah (Francis) 

Barker/Parker, were married eight years earlier (25 May 1772)
122

 it is likely that their 

births were spread between about 1773 and 1780. Just when the four boys were born 

is unknown. 

c. According to the Shelfanger Parish Register Transcripts John Barker “commonly 

called Parker”, a labourer married Hannah Francis by banns 25 May 1772.
123

 This is 

obviously the marriage record of the mother and father of Hannah (Barker) Brown, 

(Onan [Jr]’s mother). 

d. Based on the timing of Hannah (Barker) Browne’s brother William’s estimated time 

of birth (between 1773 and 1780) he is not our Wm, whose birth was almost 
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certainly in the interval of 1761 to 1765. However, he was likely our William’s 

nephew or cousin. 

e. Hannah’s father, John Barker/Parker could have been our William’s brother, or was 

likely at least as close as a first or second cousin.  

f. It is too bad we don’t have more details of what Onan [Jr] knew, and told Joseph 

Barker. I went thru the digital images of Joseph Barker’s mission notes and letters 

(kindly provided by Gary and Helen Hansen) to see if I could glean any more details, 

but it appears that the pertinent details were already given in Helen’s “Immigrant 

Barkers” paper. 

g. There was a John Parker buried in Shelfanger 18 Oct 1819 age 68.
124

 If the records 

are accurate, he was born about 1741 (1819 – 68 = 1741). This is a good match with 

John Parker who married Hannah Francis 25 May 1772.
125

 If correctly connected, 

he’d have been ~31 at the time of their marriage (1772-1741 = 31). 

h. Hannah, the wife of John Barker “commonly called Parker Lab”, was buried 26 Apr 

1816 at age 70
126

 and would therefore have been born about 1746 (1816 – 70 = 

1746). Since Hannah Francis wife of John Barker/Parker was married in 1772, if she 

is the same as the Hannah buried in 1816, and born in ~1746, as it appears, she 

would have been ~26 when they married (1772 – 1746 = 26). 

i. John Barker/Parker & Hannah’s children were born between about 1773 and 1791.
127

 

If these connections are correctly made, Hannah Francis Barker/Parker would have 

been bearing children from the time she was ~27 (married at ~26) to when she was 

45 (1791 – 1746 = 45).  

j. It seems very likely that these are the records of the John & Hannah (Francis) 

Parker/Barker, the parents of Hannah (Barker) Brown, who was the mother of Onan 

[Jr], who spoke with Joseph Barker, and whose relationship to our ancestors was 

mentioned, but the specific connection unspecified. 

k. The Settlement Exam of John Barker of Diss 11 July 1777
128

 appears to be that of 

John Barker who married Hannah Francis. It says he: 

Let himself to work for Farmer Charles Dodd of Shelfanger 1770 

Let himself to work for Wilham Elliott of Shelfanger 1771 Before 

Michaelmas [Sep 29] for a year to 1772. 

Rec'd a year's wages of seven pounds. 

Married Hannah about 18 weeks before the end of that year. Thus married May 

1772.
129

 Continued in the service of Wm Elliott 

sometimes lodged with Eliott, sometimes with Hannah his wife at 

the house of James Gilman in Shelfanger 

Signed with the mark of John Barker (like an inverted v)
130

 

 

Ages at the time of marriage. It seemed unusual for William Parker to marry Jane Knowles, a woman who 

was about 4 years older (he was 17, she was 21+). However, maybe it wasn’t so unusual, at least for this 
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family. James Knowles (likely Jane’s father) married Mary Betts on 1 Oct 1750. Based on their stated ages 

at the time of burial, it appears Mary was ~ 9 years older than James.  

 

Now, back to things in opposition to the connection between our Wm & Jane with Wm Parker & 

Jane Knowls: 

 

The estimated birth years of William Parker & Jane Knowls derived from their stated ages at the 

time of their marriage, do not quite fit with our William & Jane’s birthdates based on their burial 

information (1-4 yrs off). If our Wm & Jane are the same as Wm Parker & Jane Knowls, it stands to 

reason that the ages estimated from the marriage record, would be more accurate—since they would 

likely have been provided by the young groom who was obtaining the marriage license. In contrast, 

the stated ages at the time of their burials would have been provided by a surviving family member 

of the deceased.  

1. Thus, this difference could be explained by a memory lapse of whichever family member 

told the Parish authority the ages of our Wm & Jane at their times of burial, which could 

easily have been 2 or 3 years off.  

2. This is especially pertinent if the surviving family member(s) had a memory for dates and 

ages like mine (close to empty). That’s why I try to put important things in writing (thank 

heaven for computers!). Sometimes I lose track of my own age, let alone those of my 

parents, children, and grandchildren. 

3. Also of note are personal experiences among my siblings and me: Whenever we would ask 

our father Clarence Sharp Barker how old he was, he’d answer: “I’m as old as my little 

finger.” My sister Miriam reminded me that if pressed for a better answer, he’d then say “I’ll 

tell you a week from some Thursday.” Would our Wm & Jane’s children have even known 

their parents birth dates? I wonder if I would have known my father’s birth date if I hadn’t 

had access to family pedigree charts, family group sheets, birth certificates, etc. 

4. The LDS Endowment House records of our Wm & Jane’s son George and his son Simon 

(both records are from 1855, and both are my ancestors) show a month and year for their 

births, but no day. And, George’s birth is listed on his endowment record as May 1796.
131

 

His Christening date was 11 Oct 1795.
132

 Surely he wasn’t Christened 7 months prior to his 

birth! In the pioneer record of crossing the plains in 1849, George is listed as being 56 years 

old and born “March…., 1793, Norfolk England”. The inscription on his tombstone in the 

Ogden City Cemetery lists his birth as 8 Mar 1795, a date which is precisely stated, but may 

not be accurate.
133

 Is it possible that George (or at least those close to him) didn’t even know 

his date of birth? That seems to be the case.  

5. In those days it seems, people didn’t make such a big deal of birthdays. Most of the Parish 

records I’ve looked at don’t even mention the birth date, just the Christening date, which 

was usually within a few days of the birth date, but sometimes weeks, months, or years after 

the birth. 

 

In all of the nearly first-hand records I’ve seen (like the PRs, ArchD, or Bp’s Transcripts), I haven’t 

found any mention of our William and Jane being called Parker (neither in their burials nor their 

children’s Christenings), the entries for our Wm & Jane are clearly written “Barker”. However, 
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Onan Browne did indicate that the family was commonly called “Parker.” And, some of our 

William’s children, and possible siblings were also called Parker. 

 

Note: Since William Parker was described as being of Wymondham (~12 mi. N of Shelfanger) and 

a “weaver” at age 17, I wonder if he was from the Shelfanger/Winfarthing/Diss area and served an 

apprenticeship in Wymondham. (I did find two “Apprenticeship indentures” indicating that two 

young men were apprenticed in Wymondham, one as a “tailor”, and one as a “worsted weaver”.
134

 

A recent TV program about England mentioned that the apprentice program for weavers lasted 

about 7-years.) Could it be that our William was the son of John & served an apprenticeship, which 

he had just completed when he married Jane Knowls?  

 

Importance: If this couple, William Parker & Jane Knowls are actually our ancestors, Stephen 

Barker of Burston, is positively not, because this William Parker’s father, according to the Marriage 

Bond was John Parker (both William and John signed with an x mark). If our William Barker was 

really William Parker, this would explain why so many relatives’ names were listed in the Parish 

records as Barker “commonly called Parker”, Barker “alias Parker”, or the same individual 

sometimes written Barker and sometimes Parker.  

 

William Parker is said to have been “of Wymondham,” although in one of three places on the 

Marriage Bond & accompanying affidavit, where his Parish is shown, Winfarthing is written. In 

while the other two places on the document Wymondham is clearly shown—apparently a mistake 

made by the recording official confusing the bride & Grooms’ places of residence.  

 

The parish records of Winfarthing do not appear to show any information on any Knowles events—

other than the marriages of Jane Knowls & William Barker and Fanny Knowles & William Porcher. 

It appears that Jane’s parents (most likely James & Mary Knowles) had died prior to her marriage. 

 

Below is a transcription of the Marriage Bond and accompanying affidavit for William Parker and 

Jane Knowls. The words in italics were hand-written, and the rest pre-printed. When unsure of 

words or letters, I’ve inserted one or more question marks in brackets like [?]. Also, I’ve made some 

comments in brackets [ ]. The digital images may be viewed on www.FamilySearch.org.
135

  

 

Marriage Bond of William Parker & Jane Knowls: 

           [This Charles Balls apparently had 

KNOW all Men by these presents That We William Parker    some sort of Parish responsibility in 

of y Parish of Wymondham in y County of      addition to being a “labourer” since he 

Norfolk, Weaver and Charles Balls       acted as a witness to 4 of the 6 marriage 

of y Parish of Winfarthing in the        records on the Winfarthing PR pages 

aforesaid County Labourer        I’ve rec’d from NRO from 1782 to 1785.] 

are holden and firmly bound to the Worshipful Peter Peht[?] Clerk Master[?] of 

arts Commissary in and throughout the Archdeaconry of Norfolk 

lawfully constituted in Two Hundred Pounds of good and lawful money of Great- 

Britain, to be paid to the said Peter Petit[?] or his certain  

Attorney, Executors, Sucessors of Assigns, to which payment well and truly 
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to be made, we bind ourselves and each of us by himself, for the whole, our 

and each of our Heirs, Executors and Administrators, firmly by these Presents 

Sealed with our Seals. Dated the Seventh day of November 

in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty Two 

 

The Condition of this Obligation is such, that if hereafter there shall not 

appear any lawful Let or Impediment, by reason of any precontract enter- 

ed into before the Twenty-fifth of March, 1754, Consanguinity, Affinity, or 

any other cause whatsoever, but that the above bounden William Parker 

Bachelor & Minor aged seventeen Years  [***] 

& Jane Knowls of y Parish of Win- 

farthing aforesaid aged twenty one   [***] 

Years of age & upwards and a 

Spinster 

  May lawfully solemnize Marriage together, and in 

the same afterwards lawfully remain and continue for Man and Wife, according 

to the laws in that behalf provided. And moreover, if there be not at this pre- 

sent time any Action, Suit, Plaint, Quarrel or Demand, moved or depending, 

before any judge Ecclessiastical or Temporal, for or concerning any such lawful 

impediment between said Parties: Not that either of them be of any other 

Parish, or of better Estate of Degree, than to the Judge at granting of this Li- 

Cence is suggested and sworn by the said Willm Parker  

& John Parker Father of y aforesaid 

Wm Parker has offered[?] by y Affidavit 

[?]hereunto[?] ann[?????] 

And lastly, if the said Marriage shall openly Solemnized in the  

Licence specified, between the 

Hours appointed in the Constitutions Ecclesiastical confirmed, and according 

to the form of the Book of Common Prayer now by Law established; and do 

save harmless and indemnified the above-mentioned Peter[?] Polet[?] 

his Surrogate, and all other his officers whatsoever by Reasons of the Premises, 

then this obligation to be void, or else to remain in full force and Virtue. 

 

Sealed and Delivered in the Presence of  

Tho Kernih[?]   Wilm 

   His x mark 

    Parker 

Witness [?] 

Daniel Clarke  Charles Balls [sig] 

 

Affidavit:  

           [In other marriage bonds I’ve looked at 

The seventh Day of November 1782       during this time, the 2
nd

 reference to the 

On which Day appeared personally William Parker     Parish is left blank, or “same” is written. 

Of the Parish of Wymondham in the County      In this case the recording clerk seems to 

Of Norfolk in which said Parish of Winfarthing      have mixed up the bride & groom’s residence.] 

he hath had his usual abode for the Space of four Weeks last past, and made Oath 

that he is of the Age of seventeen Years and upwards     [I don’t understand why Wm’s age is lined thru  



  Updated 18 November 2012 

 25 

and a minor and intends to marry with Jane        on this page but stated on the affidavit above] 

Knowls of the Parish of Winfarth-     [Meaning that Jane had resided 

ing in the County of Norfolk      in Winfarthing for at least four 

in which said Parish of Winfarthing she hath had her usual  weeks and was at least 21 years 

Abode for the Space of four Weeks last past, aged twenty one old.] 

and upwards, and a Spinster not knowing or believing, 

any lawful Let or Impediment, by Reason of any Precontract entered into before 

the Twenty-fifth Day of March, 1754, Consanguinity, Affinity or any other  

Cause whatsoever, to hinder the said intended Marriage: And that the said Marriage  

Shall be solemnized in no other Parish Church than that of Winfarthing 

In the County of Norfolk abovementioned and John Parker did     [***] 

Also appear & make Oath that  

he is y natural & lawful father   [***] 

of the said William Parker       William Parker his Mark [looks like a right parenthesis “)”] 

the Minor aforesaid, and      

that y said John Parker       

is consenting to y said marriage      John Parker    

          Jane Knowles   his   x   Mark 

 The said Willm & Jno Parker signed the above  

Affidavit, and was sworn to the truth thereof, at Winfarthing [This appears to be a result of the  

in the County of Norfolk      Parish clerk writing the bride’s 

the seventh Day of November 1782    name where the father of the 

before me Tho Kerrich Surrogate    groom’s belonged, then correcting 

for y Commissary      the error.] 

[Jno seems to have been a popular abbreviation for 

John.] 

 

Summary of pertinent details of William Parker & Jane Knowls’ marriage documents: 

 

William Parker 17, of Wymondham, the legal & natural son of John Parker, Married Jane Knowls 

21+, of Winfarthing 07 Nov 1782.
136

 The Marriage Bond authorized their marriage in Winfarthing, 

and they were married in Winfarthing on the same day, 7 Nov 1782.
137

 Thus they appear to be a 

very good fit with our Wm & Jane. 

 

OTHER POSSIBILITIES 

 

On the following pages are some others that have been, or are still being considered, as possibilities 

for our ancestors William and Jane Barker of Shelfanger. Some have strong enough negative 

evidence to conclude that they are not our ancestors and are preceded with “XXX”. Others seem 

unlikely and are designated with: “XX”, and others that seem likely possibilities with “*” or, if they 

seem very good possibilities“**” and so on. Unknowns and un-researched with “?” or “??”. The 

distances and directions are from Shelfanger. 

 

x William Barker, son of John & Elizabeth Barker of Wymondham (~12 mi N) 
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The incomplete Wymondham PRs on FamSearch do not show a John Parker in this time-period, but 

they do show a family of John & Elizabeth Barker whose 5 children were Christened between 1758 

and 1766.
138

 I could find no Christening for a child of theirs named William). The children listed 

are: 

 

1. Elizabeth d of John Barker Chr: 7 Aug 1758.
139

 

2. John s of John & Elizabeth Barker 5 Mar 1760.
140

  

3. Sarah d of John & Elizabeth Barker 9 Dec 1761.
141

 

4. Thomas s of John & Elizabeth Barker 26 Aug 1763.
142

 

5. Mary d of John & Elizabeth Barker 6 Aug 1766.
143

 

 

Although I could find no William, as a son of John & Elizabeth in Wymondham, I found an admon 

for John Barker late of Wymondham dated 14 Apr 1809
144

 which mentions: 

 

Elizabeth Barker of Wymondham, his widow and relict, and 

Thomas Barker of Wymondham, a Farmer (likely John & Elizabeth’s son), and 

William Barker of Old Buckenham, a Farmer. 

 

This William “of Old Buckenham” also could have been their son, or he may have been another 

relative. Whether or not this Wm (mentioned in the admon) was the son of John & Elizabeth, he 

was obviously not our William, who was then living in Shelfanger. The Old Buckenham PR does 

list 3 children born to William & Hannah Barker from1807 to 1809. Six other children appear to 

have been born to them in Morley St. Peter from 1799-1806, and 6 of their 9 children were buried 

as infants at Morley St. Peter. It is likely that this William is the one mentioned in John Barker’s 

admon and thus is not our William. 

 

The oldest son of John & Elizabeth Barker of Wymondham, named John, had apparently died 

before the date of his father’s admon and was buried at age 48 on 8 Dec 1805.
145

 Thus, he was not 

mentioned on his father’s admon. 

 

The most prominent and oft repeated prospect for the parents of our William Barker has been: 

x William Barker, son of Stephen Barker & Judith (Wragg) Barker of Burston  

Christened: 18 Jan 1761.146 (~2 m E of Shelfanger) 

 

The association of William Barker, son of Stephen & Judith (Wragg) Barker with our ancestor has 

been long-standing. It has seemed to be a promising match. From Elwood Barker’s hired research in 

the 1950s, it was deduced that, based on the information available at that time, Stephen of Burston 

was the best fit—although not a sure match as the father of our William. This connection showed up 
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on the old Ancestry File and numerous repetitions of it are on NewFamilySearch (submitted by 

descendants who have also assumed it to be the right connection). However, it has some important 

inconsistencies.  

 

First, what seems to have led to the connection:  

1.  Burston is only about 2 mi. east of Shelfanger (where our William & Jane’s children were 

Christened).  

2. The Christening date for this Wm (18 Jan 1761)
147

 is within 1 to 2 years of our William’s 

estimated date of birth—based on his stated age, 67, at his burial date 15 Dec 1829
148

 (1829 

– 67 = 1762 or 1761). 

3. Previous researchers did not seem to come up with any better fit. 

 

Opposed to this connection:  

1.*** The strongest evidence I’ve seen against identifying our William as this William, son of 

Stephen & Judith, comes from the Administration (probate, often called an “Admon”) of 

Stephen Barker, “late of Burston”, which is certainly that of the Stephen Barker, who 

married Judith Wragg
149

 who were the parents of a son named William Barker who was 

Christened 18 Jan 1761.
150

  

A. The Admon is dated 13 August 1787, 
151

 probably the month following Stephen’s 

burial, which was apparently 26 July 1787.
152

 

B. The Admon was signed by Mary Barker of Burston.  

(1). This Mary was almost certainly Stephen Barker’s 3
rd

 wife. 

(2). Stephen’s first wife was Judith Wragg
153

 (the mother of the William Barker 

who was Christened in 1761). This William was apparently the only child 

born to Stephen Barker and Judith Wragg.
154

 She was buried 26 July 1762, in 

Burston,
155

 1 ½ years after this William was Christened.  
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(3). Four years later (on 23 July 1766) Stephen married his 2nd wife Judith Hall, 

a widow, by license.
156

 His marriage bond indicates that he was a 

“husbandman”.
157

 I could find no children born to Stephen Barker & Judith 

Hall. She was buried ~15 years later on 13 Mar 1781.
158

 

(4). Stephen Barker, a widower, then married Mary Saunders on 19 Nov 1782. She 

was a single woman, of Burston, they were married by banns.
159

 James, s of 

Stephen & Mary Barker was born 4 years later on 10 Nov 1786, “and was 

baptized in the spring following”.
160

 He is the only child I’ve found to have 

been born to Stephen and Mary. James would have been only about 7 months 

old when his father, Stephen, was buried. Later, Mary married Daniel Wragg 

(10 Feb 1790).
161

 

C. Also mentioned on the Admon was William Barker of Burston, a farmer, (almost 

certainly, this was a reference to the son of Stephen and his 1
st
 wife Judith Wragg. At 

the time, this Wm was ~26).
162

 

    X (1). In contrast, at the date of this Admon (13 Aug 1787), our William Barker & 

Jane seem to have been settled in Shelfanger. 
    X (2). Our Wm & Jane’s 1

st
 known child, Rhoda, was Christened in Shelfanger, 2 

years earlier (31 Jul 1785),
163

 and the Parish records show that most of the 

rest of their 8 children were Christened there as well (with two exceptions). 

    X (3). Our William doesn’t seem to have been considered a “farmer”. 

XXX Thus, the details found on the Admon—particularly the reference to Stephen’s Wm 

being a farmer “of Burston” at the time our Wm was a labourer or a weaver raising 

his family in Shelfanger, provide powerful evidence that this William, son of 

Stephen & Judith Barker, is not our William. 

2. This William, son of Stephen and Judith Barker seems a better candidate for being the 

William Barker who, two months after the date of the Admon, was described in the marriage 

Banns as being “of Alburg”, and who married Jane Peck of Redenhall on 11 Oct 1787.
164

  

They had five sons, Christened in Alburgh between 1788 and 1795 (the first two were 

named William and Stephen). 
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detail casting doubt on the possibility that this entry was for a child of Stephen & Judith (Wragg) Barker. It appears that 

Judith Wrag who married Stephen Barker was an older daughter of William Ragg & Judith Gooch and the John was 

William and Judith’s Wrag’s last child. 
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If you’d like more details on the reasons for rejecting the popular connection between our William 

Barker of Shelfanger and the William born to Stephen Barker and Judith Wragg, see my research 

summary on Stephen Barker of Burston.
165

 

 

XXX William Barker of Alburg & Jane Peck of Redenhall (~ 12 mi. E of Shelfanger)  

 
1. This William & Jane were not married until 23 Sep 1787,166 2 years after our William & 

Jane’s first known child was born (Rhoda Chr: 31 Jul 1785).
167

 

2. They had their own family in Alburgh.  

3. This Jane Peck Barker was buried 9 Aug 1795
168

 at Alburgh age 29 shortly after their last 

child was born. 

4. The Christenings of their children overlap with those of our William Barker & Jane. 

5. The fact that their 1
st
 two of 5 children (all sons) were named William & Stephen suggests 

this Wm may be the son of Stephen Barker & Judith Wragg of Burston.
169

 Thus this William 

may have been the one described 2 months earlier as being “from Burston” in Stephen 

Barker’s Admon. The naming pattern fits the fairly popular practice of naming the 1
st
 son 

after his father and the 2
nd

 after his grandfather.  

6. Note: Other than the two Stephen Barkers mentioned in this section, I’ve only found a few 

other Barkers named Stephen in the area.  

a. Stephen Barker in Dickleburgh, who had a child in 1701
170

 (too early).  

b. Stephen & Ann Barker, whose son William was Chr: 19 Mar 1758 in Little Dunham 

(~23 mi. NW of Shelfanger).
171

  

c. Stephen son of John & Mary Barker was Chr: 3 Feb 1790 in Diss.
172

  

d. Stephen & Mary Barker whose daughter Mary was Christened in Long Stratton 18 

Mar 1760
173

 (~9 mi NNE of Shelfanger.) 

 

If this William (husband of Jane Peck) really was the son of Stephen & Judith Barker of Burston, 

(which seems a good fit) he may have been a cousin, but not our direct ancestor, and thus neither 

Stephen nor Judith Wragg Barker would have been our ancestors. (In Elwood I. Barker’s research 

notes he mentioned his concern that none of the children of our William & Jane Barker had the 

name of Stephen, thus expressing his reservation in accepting the connection between our William 

and Wm of Burston, son of Stephen & Judith.)  

 

The Banns of William Barker & Jane Peck were posted on 9, 16, and 20 of September, 1787,
174

 in 

Alburgh as well as Redenhall. They state that William Barker was of Alburgh and single man & 
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Jane Peck of Redenhall were married in Redenhall by Banns. William & Jane, signed with their 

marks, 11 Oct (1787).
175

  

 

Children of William Barker of Alburgh & Jane (Peck): 

1. William s of William Barker and Jane, late Peck, spinster.  

Born Sept 26
th

 and privately bapt 26 Oct 1788 Alburgh.
176

 

2. Stephen s of William Barker and Jane, late Peck. 

Born 13 Dec, and baptized 10 Jan 1790 Alburgh.
177

 

3. John, s of William Barker and Jane, late Peck, spinster. 

 Born & bapt 7 July 1793 Alburgh.
178

 

4. James, s of William Barker and Jane, late Peck, spinster.  

Born June 16 and Baptized July 7
th

 1793 Alburgh.
179

 

5. Peter, s of William Barker and Jane, late Peck, spinster. 

Born March y 21
st
[?] and privately baptized March y 22nt 1795, Recd into the church June y 

7
th

 1795.
180

 

 

I searched the Alburg PR Baptisms Marriages & Burials from 1747 thru 1800 and found no 

Barkers, Parkers, Knowles, or Pecks other than the Banns of this William Barker “of Alburg”, his 

burial 17 Jan 1797,
181

 the burial of Jane (Peck) Barker 9 Aug 1795,
182

 and the Christenings of their 

5 sons (listed above). So, although they were associated with the Parish of Alburgh between 1787 

and 1795, I could find no mention of Wm & Jane’s births, Christenings, parents, or other relatives 

in Alburgh. Thus, they must have been transplants from another Parish (Jane Peck from Redenhall 

and perhaps William from Burston). Further consideration of this Wm & Jane as our ancestors 

seems fruitless. (Later in the parish registers of Alburgh there is mention of events in the lives of 

Barkers—likely at least some of those were regarding the grown children of William Barker & Jane 

Peck.) 

 

** William Barker, son of Thomas Barker & Ann Farrow, Yelverton, Norf 

Christened: 13 Dec 1761. (~18 mi NE of Shelfanger) 

 

A distinct possibility. Although I’ve found no connecting links to tie this William to our William, 

his Christening date, 13 Dec 1761, 183 is within a few days of a perfect match with our William—if 

the information provided on our William’s burial entry in the Shelfanger PR is accurate. So far, I’ve 

been unable to find any other information about this William (no marriage, no children, no burial, 

etc.) in the parish records of Yelverton—or surrounding parishes. If he’d been born between Dec 16 

and Dec 31 of 1761, his birth date would be a perfect match. Still trying to tie or eliminate this one.  

 

XXX William Parker son of Eliz Parker of Yelverton, Chr: 8 Oct 1769.  
(Yelverton is ~18 mi NE of Shelfanger.) 
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This William was Christened 8 Oct 1769,
184

 too late to be our Wm if his Christening date was close to 

his birth date. He married Elaner Gerrard by banns on 24 Jan 1796.
185

 This William would have been 

~27 at the time of their marriage (marr 1796 – Chr 1769 = 27). Eleanor was buried 29 Feb 1796, at age 

19.
186

 Thus, her birth would have been ~1777 (1796 – 19 = 1777). Five years later, this Wm Parker, a 

widower, married Sarah Hawkes 24 Nov 1800.
187

 The four children of Wm Parker and Sarah Hawkes 

were Christened in Yelverton between 1802 and 1813.
188

 Although their information is from the Parish 

records of Yelverton, they are described in a few places as residing in Alpington apparently close to, and 

associated with, the Parish of Yelverton. 

 

?   William Barker Chr: 27 Feb 1763 son of William & Elizabeth Barker of 

Wendling (Wendling is about 20 mi NW of Shelfanger, next to Little Fransham)  

 

I haven’t been able to find enough on this William Barker to make a decision. What I have found is: 

1. He was Christened 27 Feb 1763,
189

 close to the right time for our Wm.  

2. I was unable to find any marriage or burial information for this William. 

3. His Parents were William Barker and Elizabeth Row, both of Wendling. 

4. Elizabeth was William [Sr’s] 2
nd

 wife and they had 6 children Christened in Wendling from 

Dec 1760 to July 1774.
190

  

5. William Barker [Sr] and his 1
st
 wife Frances had 3 children before she passed away.

191
 

6. I don’t see any reference in Wendling to a marriage of William [Jr] or his older brother or 

any of his older step-siblings.  

7. Two of his younger brothers, Martin & James, and his younger sister, Elizabeth did marry 

and have children according to the Wendling PRs. 

 

Insufficient information to make any connections with William Barker of Wendling, or to eliminate 

him from consideration as our ancestor at this time. 

 

XXX William Parker s of Nathanail Parker & Jane (late Dent) of Wendling, 

Chr: 18 May 1766. (Wendling is about 20 mi NNW of Shelfanger, near Great Dunham.)  

This William Parker’s Christening date (18 May 1766)192 is too recent, and: 

1. The PR shows he was married to Mary Wyar 11 Oct 1795
193

 

2. They had two children, Mary & William Chr: 1797 & 1799.
194

 

3.  His Parents, Nathanail Parker & Jane Dent had 7 children Christened in Wendling.
195
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XXX William Barker of Great Dunham (~25 mi NW of Shelfanger) & Jane Dunger 

of Little Fransham (~20 mi NW of Shelfanger) who were married 04 Dec 1783.
196

 

 

Although the names and marriage date of this William & Jane are compatible with our William & 

Jane, they had their own family with 10 children Christened in Great Dunham from 1784 – 1799 

(see below). Five of their children died in infancy and two others at age 22. 

 

From the Little Fransham PR Marriages: William Barker of the Parish of Dunham, Single Man and 

Jane Dungar, [or Dunfor, or Dunjor, or Dunor] of this parish (Little Fransham), Single woman were 

married in this church by Banns, this 4
th

 Day of December 1783, by W. Smith. Wm Barker x his 

Mark, Jane [   ]gor x her mark.
197

 

 

Banns of Marriage posted for Wm Barker of the Parrish of Great Dunham Single Man and Jane 

Dungor of this Parish (Little Fransham) single woman, published on the three Sundays 16
th

, 23
rd

, 

30
th

 November (1783).
198

 (This Jane appears to have been Christened 2 Mar 1760.)
199

 Banns of 

Marriage were similarly published 9, 16, 23 of Nov 1783 in Great Dunham between Willm Barker 

of this Parish single man and Jane Dunger of the Parish of Little Fransham, Spinster.
200

 

 

Children of William & Jane Barker (late Dungar) of Great Dunham: 

1. Fanny, d of William & Jane Barker (late Dunger) born: 2 Oct 1784.
201

 

bur: 3 Dec 1784, age 3 mo. Fanny d of William & Jane Barker
202

 

2. Elizabeth d of Will & Jane Barker born: 23 Mar 1788, rec'd into church 20 Apr 1788.
203

 

bur: 10 Jan 1810, aged 22.
204

 

3. William, s of William & Jane Barker (late Dunger) born: 9 Jul 1789, Chr: 12 July 1789.
205

 

bur: 28 May 1811, aged 22.
206

  

4. Frances, d of William & Jane Barker (late Dunger) Chr: 18 Jul 1790.
207

 

bur: 29 Oct 1790, age 3 mo.
208

   

5. Amilia, d of William Barker & Jane (Dungar) Chr: 18 Dec 1791.
209

   

bur: 5 Jan 1792, age 3 wks.
210

   

6. John, s of William & Jane Barker (Dungar) Chr: 25 Nov 1792
211

   

bur: 19 July 1793, age ~8 mo.
212

   

7. Ann, d of William & Jane Barker (Dungar) Chr: 31 Jan 1794.
213
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bur: 29 Apr 1794, age ~3 mo.
214

   

8. Thomas, s of William Barker & Jane (late J. Dungar)  

Chr: 22 Nov 1795.
215

  

9. Henry, s of William & Jane Barker (late J. Dungar)  

Chr 30 Apr 1797.
216

  

10. James, s of William Barker & Jane Barker (late J. Dungar)  

Chr 7 Apr 1799.
217

  

 

XXX William Barker of Wetheringsett, Suffolk 1761, marr Sarah Sponger.  
Wetheringset, Suff (9 mi S of Diss) 

 

William Barker, son of William Barker & Anne. Born:  19 Jul 1761 marr: Sarah Sponger, thus wrong 

spouse.
218

 

 

? William Barker of Shelfanger and Jane Taylor of Shelfanger. (DUP Pioneer 

History of Frederick Barker by Melba Larsen July 1998.)  

 

I haven’t found any evidence from the parish registers supporting a Jane Taylor married to our 

William, or any other William Barker or Parker in the area during the applicable timeframe. An 

entry for William & Jane Taylor was submitted to NewFamilySearch.org apparently by Sean Coletti 

Orem 224-4884 (disconnected) seannjes@hotmail.com. I’ve been unable to contact him 1/8/12 or 

10/15/12. (If any of you know him, it would be nice to find out if he has any source information.) 

Other family members have supposed that our Jane’s maiden name was Taylor If anyone knows any 

details of this possibility, please let me know. 

 

XXX William Barker, s of Thomas & Ann (Carzey) Barker of Dickleburgh. This William was, 

Christened 17 Feb 1760
219

 in Dickleburg (too early for our Wm). He was buried 30 Dec 1802, and 

age 42,
220

 about 27 years before our William Barker died. The PR for his burial curiously states that 

he was the son of Thomas & Ann Barker aged 42.
221

 This seems unusual to see the parents’ names 

of a 42 year old man listed on a burial entry rather than the customary “married man”, “widower”, 

or “bachelor”. Perhaps it was because his father was Thomas Barker Sexton of Dickleburgh. Thus, 

he was not our William and was not married to our Jane. He seems to have been the William who 

married Sarah Pettit, 23 Oct 1787
222

 at Dickleburgh. They had 3 Children Christened in 

Dickleburgh between Aug 1788 and Feb 1796. Whether William son of Thomas & Ann Barker was 

the William married to Sarah Petit or not, it is obvious that neither were ours. 

 

Children of William Barker & Sarah (late Pettit) of Dickleburgh: 
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1. William Son of William Barker and Sarah (late Sarah Pettit) Chr: 31 Aug 1788.
223

   

2. John s of William Barker and Sarah his Wife (late Sarah Pettit) Chr: 2 Dec 1792.
224

 

3. Elizabeth, d of William Barker and Sarah (late Sarah Pettet) Chr: 19 Feb 1796.
225

 

 

XXX William Barker & Rhoda Peak Shelfanger
226

 

Here is another William Barker of Shelfanger, but obviously not ours. 

banns: William Barker & Rhoda Peak (12, 19, 26 Apr 1794).
227

 

marr: 28 Apr 1794 to Rhoda Peak her x mark.
228

  

This couple wasn’t married until after the first three children of our William and Jane were born. In 

addition, three of their 4 children were born after our William and Jane stopped having children: 

 

1. Matilda, dau of William & Rhoda Barker Chr: 21 Dec 1803.
229

   

2. Nathan, son of William and Rhoda Barker Chr: 9 Aug 1807.
230

  

3. Elizabeth, dau of William & Rhoda Barker bur: 28 Jul 1809.
231

  

4. Elizabeth, dau of William & Rhoda Barker Chr: 25 Mar 1810.
232

  

 

XXX William Barker, son of William Barker & Martha of Skeyton, Norf  (~33 mi NNE) 

 Chr:  25 Mar 1759 Error: the son Christened on this date was named John, son of Wm & 

Martha.
233

 It appears that whoever extracted the data from the PR made a mistake. However, 

there was a Settlement Certificate: 30 Mar 1758 for William son of William Barker & Martha, 

with sisters: Elizabeth & Ann. Certifying parish: Felmingham, residence Skeyton.
234

 Too early to 

be our William. 

XX  William Barker, son of William Barker & Lydia of New Buckenham (7 mi NNW)  

  Chr: 15 Jul 1759
235

 Christening date too early.
236

 

* William Barker, son of Robert Barker & Elizabeth of St. Julian, Norwich, Norf (~18 mi NNE) 

  Chr: 15 Mar 1761
237

 A possibility, but birth date seems at least 6 months too early 

XXX William Barker, sp of Ann Grimwood
238

 of Eye, Suffolk (~7 mi SSE) 

  born: ~1761 wrong spouse 

* William Barker, son of William Barker & Susannah of Monk Soham, Suff (12 mi SSE) 

  Chr: 9 Oct 1763
239

  A possibility. 

* William Barker, son of William Barker & Elizabeth of St. Giles, Norwich, Norf   
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  Chr: 28 Mar 1764
240

 A possibility. 

* William Barker, son of Smith Barker & Hannah of Swaffham, Norf  Norwich area, 

   Chr: May 1764
241

 A possibility. 

* William Barker, son of William Barker & Elizabeth of Debenham, Suffolk (~12 mi SSE) 

  Chr: 31 Mar 1765 A possibility. 

X William Barker, son of Thomas Barker & Sarah St. Mary, Woodbridge, Suff 

  Chr: 22 Jan 1766  Too late if our Wm’s bur info is correct. 

? William Barker, son of William Barker & Elizabeth of Framingham-Pigot. 

   Chr: 12 Feb 1764
242

  

? William Barker, sp of Jane Gray of Sowerby by Thusk, Yorkshire  

  Marr: 14 Jun 1785 Yorkshire is quite a distance away. I haven’t researched. 

? William Barker, sp of Jane Frankland of Kirby Moorside, Yorkshire 

  md 7 Dec 1785 Yorkshire is quite a distance away. I haven’t researched. 

?? Wm Barker & Jane Atkey (from Boyd's Marriage Index). On 1/6/12 I searched FS for 

Jane Atkey, married 1780-1787, the only one that fit that search criteria, was: a Jane 

Atkey, who married William Barber 21 Dec 1786 Gatcombe, Hampshire, England, quite a 

distance away. 

 

Research Notes from Elwood I. Barker:  

"In 1953, we asked Mr. W.E.C. Cotton, an eminent genealogist of London, England, to consider our 

Barker research problem. Since that time a great deal of work has been done in searching for the 

marriage of William Barker and Jane and the ancestry of William Barker. According to the burial 

record of William Barker at Shelfanger, he was 67, which would make his birth about 1762. Early 

in the research (20 April 1953) a William Barker's christening at Burston in 1761, a son of Stephen 

Barker, was noted; but although a discrepancy of one year in a death record is not generally 

considered too important, we were not willing to accept it as proven and went on searching.  Report 

on Searches. 18 parishes in Norfolk and 26 over the county line in Suffolk were searched for the 

marriage of William and Jane and christening of a William. Non-conformist records have not all 

been preserved. All records that have been preserved of the registers of the Wesleyan Methodist 

Chapel at Diss, Norfolk, England, were searched. A search was made also in the surviving register 

of the Presbyterian's (Protestant and Dissenters) at Palgrave, Suffolk was also made.  Later Mr. 

Cotton wrote confirming that which we were beginning to conclude. 'However, I am beginning to 

think that the William Barker whom we want must be the one baptized at Burston in 1761, whom 

we found quite early in the proceeding. Burston is the next parish to Shelfanger, the churches 

are only a mile apart.' In all the searches only one other William Barker near the right time was 

christened at Wetheringsett, Suffolk, in 1761. Further search showed he married Sarah Spunger and 

had a family in his native parish. As no other William Barker's christening was found we studied the 

results of all the searches of the last five years. In studying all the records, we found that Stephen 

Barker had a brother Robert Barker who was born at Deckleburg, who had a son Nathaniel who was 

born at Burston, whose children were christened at Burston, Shelfanger and Diss. This Nathaniel 

who was living in Shelfanger in 1776 may have attracted William there by 1785 when his daughter 

Rhoda was christened. Many items in the searches have tied these families and places together.  We 

would like you to note also that [this] William's mother died when he was less than two years old so 

he may have been more closely tied to other kinsmen. The fact that he named none of his children 
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Stephen puzzled us some, but since we yet don't have a record of his marriage and the first 

christening record we have is Rhoda in 1785 when he was 24 years old they might even have had a 

Stephen before who also died young, etc. Anyway, we've prayed, spent a great deal on searches and 

studied and feel this must be the ancestral William Barker. If we could only find his marriage we 

might prove this either right or wrong." (emphasis added) 

Elwood I. Barker’s Report on Barker Research 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

If any of this is confusing to you, join the club. It has been a major workout for my brain to try to 

find pertinent information, reason it out and then to try to put it in words that might be 

understandable to others. 

 

At this point, it seems appropriate to conclude that the information that has come to light since 

Elwood Barker’s time strongly suggests that our William Barker & Jane of Shelfanger are the same 

couple as the “William Parker of Wymondham” and “Jane Knowls of Winfarthing” as described in 

their marriage bond and affidavit. 


