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*#*%%3 '[n the Masoretic version of the Old Testament the passage in Exodus 12:40 reads as follows:
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'The time that the Israelites spent in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years." If we turn to the
history of Israel recorded by Josephus in his Antiquities of the Jews (Chapter XV:2) we get an
entirely different version of events: 'they (the Israelites) left Egypt in the month of Xanthicus, on
the fifteenth day of the lunar month; four hundred and thirty years after our forefather Abraham
came into Canaan, but two hundred and fifteen years only after Jacob removed into Egypt.'
Now, according to the statements of Josephus himself, he had access to very old documents
formerly housed in the Temple of Jerusalem from which to draw his account of early Israelite
history. Josephus lived in the first century AD and so his writings are dated hundreds of years
before the Masoretic text of the Tanaakh (Hebrew Old Testament) was compiled in the fourth
century AD. If his source documents were genuine, then the information he gives for the
duration of the Sojourn derives from a much earlier period than that employed by the Masoretes
when they made their version of the history of Israel and a further several centuries before the
earliest extant copy of the Masoretic text. It is fairly easy to see what happened in the interval
of time between Josephus' day and that of the Masoretes. During the process of copying down
the original scrolls over the intervening centuries, a section of text something on the lines of

'and in the land of Canaan' had fallen out (or had been edited out). This is confirmed by the
Greek rendition of the Old Testament (the Septuagint or LXX) which retains the original full
version of the passage: 'And the sojourning of the children of Israel, that is which they
sojourned in the land of Egypt and in the land of canaan, was four hundred and thirty years.

[Exodus 12:40]'. The Septuagint was first written down in the time of Ptolemy I during the third
century BC and the earliest surviving manuscript is again much older than the earliest surviving
Masoretic copy. The Samaritan version of the first five books of the Old Testament (the
Pentateuch) is also considerably more ancient than the Masoretic scriptures and it too retains
the longer rendition of the passage on the length of the Sojourn. Thus, three out of four sources
for the book of Exodus state that the four-hundred-and-thirty-year interval represents the whole
period from Abram's descent into Canaan all the way down to the Exodus." ROHL331

The Lord appeared to Abraham in his 70th y, he built an altar. Jsr 13:17-20
Abraham told that his 4th generation would return to Canaan. Jsr 13:17-20

1<—— The 430 years of Galations 3:17 appears to be from Abraham's covenant
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to the law-giving (shortly after the exodus). The 430 years of Exo 12:40,
which says "sojourning,” fits better if rendered from the covenant.

Gen 15:13 "And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be
a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall
afflict them four hundred years."

This sounds like Israel would be afflicted for 400 years, but not necessarily in
Egypt. Since none of the detailed chronologies seem to suggest that the
House of Israel was actually in Egypt for 400 years, we should consider

another interpretation: that the Lord was indicating it would be 400 years from

Abbreviations:

Abr = Abraham

Dem = Demetrius the Chronagrapher (in OTP, vol.
Isr = Israel

Jsr = Jasher, the book of

OTP Old Testament Pseudepigrapha

OTPb = Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, vol 2)
PsPhi = Pseudo Philo in Old Testament Pseudepigrapha vol.
ROHL - David Rohl's book Pharaohs and Kings.
TL - Ginzburg's The Legends of the Jews

TLb = Ginzburg's The Legends of the Jews, vol. 2
TLT = Ginzburgh's The Legends of the Jews, vol. 2

Gen 15:16 "But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the
Amorites is not yet full."

This seems to indicate that the bondage would not end until the fourth generation. Although not
clear as to what generation he's starting from, if we start with Isaac (because this blessing was

apparently given at his birth):

We don't know exactly what the Lord means when he says a generation. If we assume 100
year "generations", this would tie with the 400 year count. If we count actual generations, as
from Isaac above, the time could be much shorter.

Exo 12:40-41 "Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four
hundred and thirty years. And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years,
even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of

Egypt."

Most of us at one time or another have assumed that the 400 years of bondage ties with this 430
sojourning, indicating that the Israelites were in Egypt before the bondage only 30 years. This
does not seem consistent with the descriptions of Joseph, and his relationship to the Pharaohs
etc. (See Josephus p. 62, Jasher 81:3-4, Joseph & Aseneth, the Testaments of the Twelve
Patriarchs, etc.) Some authors have asserted that the 430 year count starts with Abraham's
covenant when he was 70 years old.

Galations 3:16-17 "Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And
to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. And this I say, that the
covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and
thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect."

Although the wording is unclear, it seems to give impetus for the 430 year count starting with

Abraham's covenant and ending with Moses receiving the law.

Putting these scriptures into the context of available detailed chronologies, we can derive the
accompanying table:
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Isaac Isr Levi Joseph Kohath Amram Aaron Moses Joshua Caleb
the time of this blessing (given at the time of Isaac's birth) to the time Israel
would be released from bondage. This is the interpretation used in Ginzberg's
Legends of the Jews (p. 236-237). Josephus adds: "during which time they
shall be afflicted". Giving credence to the interpretation that the 400 years did
not refer to the time in Egypt. Antiquities X:3 (p.34).

1 Isaac born when Abraham was 100. Gen 17:21; Jasher 23:80; Josephus 36.

2 400y from ~time of Isaac's birth to the Exodus. TL318,237; J34
3

Ishmael & Hagar sent away when Isaac was 5. Jsr 21:13
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1 Jacob & Esau born when Isaac was 60 y old. Jsr 26:15-16, Dem 2:2
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-1843 2158 139 109 109 49

-1842 2159 140 110 110 50 Shem d in Isaac's 110th y. Jsr 28:24
-1841 2160 141 111 111 51

-1840 2161 142 112 112 52

-1839 2162 143 113 113 53

-1838 2163 144 114 114 54

-1837 2164 145 115 115 55

-1836 2165 146 116 116 56

-1835 2166 147 117 117 57

-1834 2167 148 118 118 58

-1833 2168 149 119 119 59

-1832 2169 150 120 120 60

-1831 2170 151 121 121 6l

-1830 2171 152 122 122 62

-1829 2172 153 123 123 63

-1828 2173 154 124 124 64 Isaac, 123y, blessed Jacob thinking he was Esau. TL329-333.
-1827 2174 155 125 125 65

-1826 2175 156 126 126 66

-1825 2176 157 127 127 67

-1824 2177 158 128 128 68

-1823 2178 159 129 129 69

-1822 2179 160 130 130 70

-1821 2180 161 131 131 71

-1820 2181 162 132 132 72

-1819 2182 163 133 133 73

-1818 2183 164 134 134 74

-1817 2184 165 135 135 75

-1816 2185 166 136 136 76

-1815 2186 167 137 137 77

-1814 2187 168 138 138 78

-1813 2188 169 139 139 79

-1812 2189 170 140 140 80

-1811 2190 171 141 141 81

-1810 2191 172 142 142 82

-1809 2192 173 143 143 83

-1808 2193 174 144 144 84

-1807 2194 175 145 145 85

-1806 2195 176 146 146 86

-1805 2196 177 147 147 87 1 Levib in 10th y 6th m of J in Haran. Dem 2:3 (137 in 93rd yr of Israel in Egypt. Jsr 63:1)
-1804 2197 178 148 148 88 2

-1803 2198 179 149 149 89 3

-1802 2199 180 150 150 90 4

-1801 2200 181 151 151 91 5 1 Joseph & Dinah b in 14th y 8th m of Jac in Haran. Dem 2:5
-1800 2201 182 152 152 92 6 2
-1799 2202 183 153 153 93 7 3
-1798 2203 184 154 154 94 8 4
-1797 2204 185 155 155 95 9 5
-1796 2205 186 156 156 96 10 6
-1795 2206 187 157 157 97 11 7
-1794 2207 188 158 158 98 12 8
-1793 2208 189 159 159 99 13 9
-1792 2209 190 160 160 100 14 10
-1791 2210 191 161 161 101 15 11
-1790 2211 192 162 162 102 16 12
-1789 2212 193 163 163 103 17 13
-1788 2213 194 164 164 104 18 14

-1787 2214 195 165 165 105 19 15
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-1783 2218
-1782 2219
-1781 2220
-1780 2221
-1779 2222
-1778 2223
-1777 2224
-1776 2225
-1775 2226
-1774 2227
-1773 2228
-1772 2229
-1771 2230
-1770 2231
-1769 2232
-1768 2233
-1767 2234
-1766 2235
-1765 2236
-1764 2237
-1763 2238
-1762 2239
-1761 2240
-1760 2241
-1759 2242
-1758 2243
-1757 2244
-1756 2245
-1755 2246
-1754 2247
-1753 2248
-1752 2249
-1751 2250
-1750 2251
-1749 2252
-1748 2253
-1747 2254
-1746 2255
-1745 2256
-1744 2257
-1743 2258
-1742 2259
-1741 2260
-1740 2261
-1739 2262
-1738 2263
-1737 2264
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-1730 2271
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32e
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167
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169
170
171
172
173
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175
176
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178
179
180

Isr  Levi Joseph Kohath Amram Aaron Moses Joshua Caleb Abbreviations:
106 20 16
107 21 17 Joseph 17 sold into Egypt. Gen 35;Jsr 41:9,44:1
108 22 18 Joseph cast into prison for 12y after serving Potiphar for ~1 1/2y.
109 23 19 TLT45,52,58,63. Joseph with Potiphar 14y. PsPhi 8:9 (must have incl time in
110 24 20 prison.)
111 25 21
112 26 22
113 27 23
114 28 24
115 29 25
116 30 26
117 31 27
118 32 28
119 33 29
120 34 30 Joseph 30 Prime Minister. Gen 41:46. 7 good years begin.
121 35 31
122 36 32
123 37 33
124 38 34 Ephraim & Manasseh born in 34th yr of Joseph. Jsr 50:15
125 39 35
126 40 36
127 41 37
128 42 38
129 43 39
130 44 40
131 45 41 Jacob enters Egypt at 130. Jsr 55:26
132 46 42
133 47 43
134 48 44
135 49 45
136 50 46
137 51 47
138 52 48
139 53 49
140 54 50
141 55 51
142 56 52
143 57 53
144 58 54
145 59 55
146 60 56 1 Kohath b, Levi 60 (36 TLb197), Jacob d. Dem 2:19
EF
62 58 3 Jacob d 147, 17th yr in Eg. Gen 47:28 Levi 60y,
63 59 4 Joseph, 56 Dem 2:19.
64 60 5
65 61 6
66 62 7
67 63 8
68 64 9

69 65 10
70 66 11
71 67 12
72 68 13
73 69 14

74 qot_m\ Joseph's pharaoh d when J was 71y old. TLb169
75 71 16

76 72 17 Pharaoh Magron 41 succ father, Joseph 71.Jsr 58:1-4
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2298
2299
2300
2301
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2303
2304
2305
2306
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224
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232
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236
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238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
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50e
S5le
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53e
S4e
55e
56e
57e
58e
5%
60e
6le
62e
63e
64e
65e
66e
67e
68e
69e
70e
Tle
72e
73e
T4e
75e
T6e
TTe
78e
79
80e
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82e
83e
84e
85¢e
86e
87e
88e
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Abbreviations:
Joseph ruled 40y (48y TLb178)

1 Amram b when Kohath was 40. Dem 2:19
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9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19 Joseph died at 110. Gen 50:22 71st yr of Isr in Eg. Jsr 59:25.
20 Zebulun 114 d 72nd yr in Eg. Jsr 61:3.
21 2y after d of Joseph Reuben d. TLb189-191,204;0TPb782.
22
23 Simeon died 120yrs TLb193;0TPb785. In 75th yr in Egypt. Jsr 61:4. (at time Joseph d? OTPb785
24
25
26
27 Reuben died 125 TLb191;0TPb880, 79th yr in Eg. Jsr 62:1
28
29
30 Asher d 123 in 82nd yr in Eg. Jsr 62:4 125th yr, TLB218; OTPb816.
31 Gad d 125 in 83rd yr in Egypt. Jsr 62:5 in 125th y TLb216
32
33
34 Judah dies at 129, 86th yr in Eg Jsr 62:23. 119 TLb201
35
36 Gad's remains carried to Holy Land Sy after he d. TLb218
37 Naphtali died at 132 TLb209, in 89th yr in Eg. Jsr 62:24,T12P810+M438
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281
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285
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288
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90e

9le

92e

93e

94e

95e

96e

97e

98e

99e
100e
101e
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104e
105e
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107e
108e
109e
110e
111e
112e
113e
114e
115¢
116e
117¢
118e
119e
120e
121e
122¢
123e
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129¢
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134e
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138e¢
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140e
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143e
144e
145¢
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134
135
136
137
138
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76
71
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79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131

38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94

Abbreviations:

Benjamin's remains taken to Hebron in the 91st y in Eg. TLb222

Levi died at 137 in 93rd yr of Israel in Eg. Jsr 63:1; TLT198;Dem 2:19
Magron d not long after the d of Levi. TLb246

Benjamin d in his 125th y, last of sons of Isr. OTPb828
Benjamin d 125y old TLb220

Pharaoh Melol r (at 20yrs old) in 102nd yr of I in Eg. r 94yrs. Jsr 63:4-9

1 Aaron b Dem 2:19;Jsr 84:31-32 Aaron 3y older than Moses. Exo 7:7

N N Lt AW

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

1 Moses b in ~130th y of Is in Eg. Reuel Midianite, Job Uzite, couns of Ph;

2 Balaam recs children drowned. Jsr 67:11-24,TLb254 Mos b when Amram 78
3 Dem 2:19

4

0 N N W

11
12
13
14
15
16
17



~B.C. Adam  Abr 430y 400y 210y Isaac Isr Levi Joseph Kohath Amram Aaron Moses Joshua Caleb Abbreviations:

-1615 2386 367 337 147e 132 95 21 18

-1614 2387 368 338 148e 133 96 22 19 Moses, 18, slays Egyptian, flees to Cush. Jsr 71:1,72:21-22.
-1613 2388 369 339 149e 134 97 23 20 (Contradicted by Acts 7:22-25 which says he was 40).
-1612 2389 370 340 150e 98 24 21

-1611 2390 371 341 15le 99 25 22

-1610 2391 372 342 152 100 26 23

-1609 2392 373 343 153e 101 27 24

-1608 2393 374 344 154e 102 28 25

-1607 2394 375 345 155e 103 29 26

-1606 2395 376 346 156e 104 30 27

-1605 2396 377 347 157e 105 31 28 Moses was 27 y old when he became king over Ethiopia, reigned 40y. TLb286-288
-1604 2397 378 348 158e 106 32 29

-1603 2398 379 349 159 107 33 30

-1602 2399 380 350 160e 108 34 31

-1601 2400 381 351 16le 109 35 32

-1600 2401 382 352 162e 110 36 33

-1599 2402 383 353 163e 111 37 34

-1598 2403 384 354 164e 112 38 35

-1597 2404 385 355 165e 113 39 36

-1596 2405 386 356 166e 114 40 37 1 Joshua b. (82 when Moses d.) Jsr 88:1-9
-1595 2406 387 357 167e 115 41 38 2

-1594 2407 388 358 168e 116 42 39 3

-1593 2408 389 359 169e 117 43 40 4

-1592 2409 390 360 170e 118 44 41 5

-1591 2410 391 361 171e 119 45 42 6

-1590 2411 392 362 172 120 46 43 7 1 Caleb b (40 when spied promised land) Josh 14:6-10
-1589 2412 393 363 173e 121 47 44 8 2
-1588 2413 394 364 174e 122 48 45 9 3
-1587 2414 395 365 175e 123 49 46 10 4
-1586 2415 396 366 176e 124 50 47 11 5
-1585 2416 397 367 177e 125 51 48 12 6
-1584 2417 398 368 178e 126 52 49 13 7
-1583 2418 399 369 179 127 53 50 14 8
-1582 2419 400 370 180e 128 54 51 15 9
-1581 2420 401 371 18le 129 55 52 16 10
-1580 2421 402 372 182 130 56 53 17 11
-1579 2422 403 373 183e 131 57 54 18 12
-1578 2423 404 374 184e 132 58 55 19 13
-1577 2424 405 375 185e 133 59 56 20 14
-1576 2425 406 376 186e 134 60 57 21 15
-1575 2426 407 377 187e 135 61 58 22 16
-1574 2427 408 378 188e 136 62 59 23 17
-1573 2428 409 379 189 137 63 60 24 18
-1572 2429 410 380 190e 138 64 61 25 19
-1571 2430 411 381 191e 65 62 26 20
-1570 2431 412 382 192 66 63 27 21
-1569 2432 413 383 193e 67 64 28 22
-1568 2433 414 384 19%4e 68 65 29 23
-1567 2434 415 385 195e 69 66 30 24
-1566 2435 416 386 196e 70 67 31 25
-1565 2436 417 387 197e 71 68 32 26
-1564 2437 418 388 198e 72 69 33 27
-1563 2438 419 389 199 73 70 34 28
-1562 2439 420 390 200e 74 71 35 29
-1561 2440 421 391 20le 75 72 36 30
-1560 2441 422 392 202 76 73 37 31

-1559 2442 423 393 203e 77 74 38 32 Moses was shepherd for Jethro for 40y (sic, sb 4?). TLb301



~B.C. Adam

-1558
-1557
-1556
-1555
-1554
-1553
-1552
-1551
-1550
-1549
-1548
-1547

2443
2444
2445
2446
2447
2448
2449
2450
2451
2452
2453
2454

Abr

€X0

430y 400y
424 394
425 395
426 396
427 397
428 398
429 399

€X0

€X0

210y
204e
205e
206e
207e
208e
209e

€X0

Isaac Isr Levi Joseph Kohath Amram Aaron Moses Joshua Caleb

78
79
80
81
82
83
€X0 exo exo exo exo exo  exo
85
86
87
88
89

75
76
71
78
79
80
exo
82
83
84
85
86

39
40
41
42
43
44

€X0
46
47
48
49
50

33
34
35
36
37
38
exo
40
41
42
43
44

Abbreviations:

Moses m Zipporah in 1st y of Adikam's r. Jsr 77:28-51

Moses goes to Eg, returns to Midian for 2y aft Dathan's rebuff. TLb295

Spies sent out in 2nd y of Exo. Num 10:11-12
Caleb 40 when spied promised land. Josh 14:6-10



